Libyan military team off to Moscow 

BEIRUT (R) — A top-level Libyan military delegation left Tri- 
poli Sunday on a visit to the Soviet Union, the official Libyan news 
agency reported. It said the team included chiefeof staff of the air 
force and navy but gave.no details of the visit or how long the 
delegation would stay in the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is 
Libya's chief arras supplier and the two countries are linked by a 
cooperation and friendship treaty. The visit comes amid tense 
relations between Libya and the United States over the war in 
Chad. Libyan Foreign Secretary Abdul Ati Obeidi last week 
summoned the Soviet ambassador to brief him on the situation. 
U.S. defence officials have said the nuclear-powered aircraft car- 
rier Eisenhower, with several destroyers and support craft, is 
cruising in the Mediterranean off the Gulf of Sine on Libya's 

coast. 








iw 


Libya seeks Security Council session 


BEIRUT (Rj — Libya asked the United Nations Security Council 
Sunday to meet to protect it against what it called a flagrant threat 
by the United States, and denied military involvement in Chad. 
The official Libyan news agency JANA said the People's Foreign 
Liaison Bureau ( Foreign Ministry i had issued a statement ’’exp- 
osing U.S. aggressive intentions and provocations against the 
.Libyan Arab people." It said Libya appealed to international 
. public opinion to pul an end to “this flagrant American threat 
against Libya." The JANA report, monitored in Beirut, added 
that Libya ‘ also appeals to the U.N. Security Council to convene 
so as to shoulder its responsibilities in a wav that would realise the 
security and peace of a U.N. member country.” 
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Spate of bomb attacks continues in Lebanon 

Baalbek market 

blast kills 33 

BEIRUT (R) — Thirty-three people were 
killed and 125 injured when a car bomb dev- 
astated a teeming vegetable market in Baa- 
lbek in eastern Lebanon Sunday, the Leb- 
anese Red Cross said. 


Jordan’s U.N. envoy 

arrives for visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's per- 
manent ambassador to the United 
Nations, Abdullah Salah. has arr- 
ived in Amman for a short visit, 
the A1 Ra'i newspaper reported 
Sunday. He will also hold con- 
sultations at the Foreign Ministry. 
A1 Ra'i said. 

Israeli soldier 
dies of wounds 

TEL AVIV (Rj — An Israeli off- 
icer died Sunday of wounds he su- 
stained in May during a guerrilla 
attack on an Israeli army patrol in 
Lebanon, an army spokesman 
said. Two other soldiers were kil- 
led in the bazooka attack near 
Bhamdoun. The latest death bro- 
ught Israel's death toll to 5U9. 
according to official figures since 
its invasion of Lebanon was lau- 
nched 14 months ago. 

N.Yemen to resettle 
earthquake victims 

.ABU DHABI (R) — North Yem- 
eni Finance Minister Mohammad 
A1 Ami said Sunday his gov- 
ernment would spend about 5UU 
million Yemeni riyals (Slid mil- 
lion) on reconstruction work fol- 
lowing last December’s dev- 
astating earthquake. Mr. Ami. 
who arrived in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Saturday night, 
said 2S.UUU homes would be built 
and a further 1 4.00U . renovated 
for victims of the quake, which 
razed scores of villages south of 
Sana'a and killed several hundred 
people. He said the cost would be 
covered by cash promised by other 
Arab states. 

Turkish finance 
minister in Taif 

BAHRAIN (R) — Turkish Fin- 
ance Minister Adnan Baser Kaf- 
aoglu Sunday arrived in Saudi 
.Arabia's summer resort of Taif on 
a five-day visit, the Saudi Press 
Agency said. The agency quoted 
him as saying on arrival that his 
visit was within the framework of 
cooperation between Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia. 

N. Korea denies 
spy boat report 

TOKYO (Ri — North Korea said 
Sunday a boat sunk on Friday off 
southeast Korea was not a North 
Korean spy ship but a South Kor- 
ean vessel fired on bv its own side. 
The North Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA). monitored in’ 
Tokyo, quoted the official daily 
Rodong Sinraun as saying the inc- 
ident had nothing to do with the 
north. “We have never sent nor 
intend to send an aimed boat to 
the east sea there." it said. 

U.K. army trainers 
to leave Zimbabwe 

LONDON (Rl — About 4» Bri- 
tish military instructors are about 
to finish their work in Zimbabwe 
and return ro Britain, a gov- ‘ 
eminent spokesman said Sunday. 
Although Britain signalled con- 
cern this year over press reports 
that the Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe's army had committed 
massacres among the minority 
Ndebele tribe, of southwestern 
Zimbabwe, the British spokesman 
said the return of Lhe advisers had 
no diplomatic significance. 
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A spokesman said the figure 
was presumed to be final but the 
right-wing Falangist radio said the 
number of dead was almost 40. 

Prime Minister Shafiq A1 Waz- 
zan said the blast, which sowed 
panic and confusion in the town of 
some 25.000 people, had similar 
aims to Friday's bomb at the mos- 
que in Tripoli when IV people 
died. 

“There are hands who insist on 
returning the country to an atm- 
osphere of strife whenever some 
hope of salvation emerges." he 
said. 

State-run Beirut Radio said ear- 
lier. as panic and confusion gri- 
pped the town of some 25.oot> 
people, that about 35 people were 
killed and 65 wounded, with the 
toll likely to rise. 

State-controlled television said 
the number of dead and wounded 
could rise to inn after all the bod- 
ies were removed from the rubble 
of devastated buildings neat by. 

It was the most devastating of a 
series of explosions which has 
struck different pans of Lebanon 
over the past three days raising 
fears of a random terror cam- 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian Pre- 
sident Hafez Al Assad told the 
United States Sunday his country 
would continue to oppose the 
U.S.-backed deal for a troop wit- 
hdrawal from Lebanon. 

The Syrian leader gave this 
message to American special 
envoy Robert McFarlane at a 
six-hour-long meeting here, a pre- 
sidential palace spokesman said. 

The spokesman quoted Mr. 
.Assad as telling Mr. McFarlane 
that the May 1 7 agreement signed 
by Israel and Lebanon “was imp- 
osed on Lebanon and will rob 
Lebanon of its freedom and ind- 
ependence." 

The president said it would turn 
Lebanon into an Israeli pro- 
tectorate. 

The spokesman said the two 
men reviewed the overall situation 
in the region and Mr. Assad bri- 
efed Mr.. McFarlane on Syria’s 
“principled stance.” 

Neither side gave further details 
of the talks. 

Government officials declined 
to disclose details of the meeting. 

Mr. McFarlane. on his first reg- 
ional tour since taking over from 
Philip Habib last month, is trying 
to secure an agreement by all sides 


Chad says 
Libyan jet 
shot down 

PARIS (Ri ■■ Chad forces fig- 
hting Libyan-backed rebels have 
shot down a Libyan warplane over 
lhe northern town of Faya- 
Largeau and captured its pilot, the 
Chad embassy said Sunday. 

A spokesman said the Sukhoi- 
22 aircraft was hit by a SAM-7 
missile on Friday and the pilot, 
captured in the brush after par- 
achuting to safety, said he was in 
command of Libyan air operations 
againsi Faya-Largeau’s def- 
enders. 

Libya has consistently denied 
charges by Chad President His- 
sene Habre that its air force has 
been bombing the town in support 
of rebels led by former Chad lea- 
der Goukouni Oueddei. 

The embassy identified the pilot • 
of the Soviet- made Sukhoi as 
Major Abdul Salem Mohammad 
Cftarfedin. 

France and the United States 
have sent Mr. Habre anti-aircraft 
weapons to increase his army’s' 
protection. 

(Habre accuses Frenchmen of 
plotting his ouster, page 2). , 


paign. 

The bomb blew up shortly after 
midday (Hit hi GMT), cutting 
down shoppers and tradesmen 
and turning the market into a 
smoking mass of rubble and bur- 
ning cars, according to radio rep- 
orts from the town. 

The blast paralysed telephone 
links between Beirut and Baalbek, 
about 90 kilometres away in the 
eastern Bekaa Valley, cut power 
supplies and brought gunmen 
swarming onto the streets. 

Loudspeaker vans toured the 
town, which has a mainly Shfiie 
Muslim population, calling for 
blood donors to help the wou- 
nded. radio reports said. 

State-run Beirut Radio said two 
Syrian soldiers were among the 
dead. 

The . Falangist radio said the 
bomb was estimated at 75 kil- 
ogrammes of high explosive pac- 
ked into a car parked in the mar- 
ket near a taxi station not far from 
the town’s main square 

The death toll was the highest in 
any explosion in Lebanon since 
the April IS blast which dev- 
astated the U.S. embassy in Bei- 


to get Israeli Syrian, and Pal- 
estinian forces out of Lebanon. 

The Syrian, government new- 
spaper Tishrio said Mr. McF- 
arlanc would hear “nothing new" 
from President Assad and rep- 
eated the official line that Israeli 
troops would have to quit Leb- 
anon first. 

Tishrin said the primary con- 
dition for dialogue between Dam- 
ascus and Washington was can- 
cellation of Lhe U.S.-backed troop 
withdrawal deal signed by Israel 
and Lebanon in May. 

It described lhe agreement as “a 
breach of U.N. principles, a pol- 
itical. economic and military thr- 

U.S. envoy 
arrives in Taif 

BAHRAIN (R) — U.S. special 
envoy Robert McFarlane arrived 
in the Saadi Arabian summer res- 
ort of Taif Sunday, the Saudi Press 
Agency reported. 

The agency gave no details of the 
reasons for his visit. But Mr. McF- 
arlane, who flew to the kingdom 
after talks in Damascus with Syr- 
ian President Hafez Al Assad, was 
expected to seek Saadi backing for 
his Middle East peace mission. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel will con- 
sider a separation of forces agr- 
eement with Syria as a first step 
towards the total withdrawal of 
foreign tepops from Lebanon, a 
senior government official said 
Sunday. 

But the official, who asked not 
to be identified, said Israel had 
“no intention to agree to any kind 
of withdrawal without any Syrian 
sign of willingness to do So as 
well." 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad has rejected the Israeli- 
Lebanese agreement ' signed in 
May which called for a sim- 
ultaneous withdrawal of Israeli. 
Syrian and Palestinian forces from 
Lebanon. 

In talks Sunday in Damascus. 
Mr. Assad told U.S. special envoy 
Robert McFarlane his country 
would continue to oppose the - 
U.S.-backed agreement. 

The Israeli official said his cou- 
ntry would accept any proposal on 
separating Israeli and Syrian tro- 
ops in Lebanon's Bekaa Valley as 
long as it accorded with its security; 
interests. 

He said: "Everything McF- 
arlane is able to achieve will be 
taken under consideration in a 


rut. killing more than 60 people. 

The present cycle of violence 
began on Friday wuh a car bomb 
outside a mosque in the northern 
city of Tripoli which killed 19. 

The next day. three rightists 
were blown up by a booby trapped 
vehicle in the mountain village of 
Arbaniyeh east of Beirut. 

All three car bombs have been 
planted in areas under Syrian con- 
trol but there has been no ind- 
ication who is behind them or if 
they are linked. 

Baalbek, famed for its towering 
Roman temples and as Lebanon's 
hashish trading capital, was a tou- 
rist magnet until it sank into ana- 
rchy "m the 1975-76 civil war. 

Syrian troops are in overall con- 
trol of the area but the town centre 
is ruled by militant Shi' iie gunmen 
allied to some 3<mj Iranian rev- 
olutionary guards who arrived last 
year. 

A man telephoned an int- 
ernational news agency in Beirut 
to claim responsibility for the exp- 
losion on behalf of the “Front for 
the Liberation of Lebanon from 
foreigners." 

The caller said the front was 
“renewing its operations in occ- 
upied Lebanese territory until no 
foreigner remains on Lebanese 
soil". 

The front’s only activity has 
been to claim responsibility for 
explosions, and the Lebanese 
news media treat its claims sce- 
ptically. 


eat to Lebanon and a threat to 
Syrian and Arab national sec- 
urity." 

” McFarlane will hear the same 
words heard by Shuitz. Habib and 
Kissinger." the paper said, add- 
ing: “Damascus is committed to 
its principles and stances and any 
deviation from them would mean 
the collapse of the entire Arab 
Nation." 

The ruling Baath Party’s daily 
paperr Al Baath. dismissed Mr. 
McFariane's tour as a political 
exercise designed to secure Pre- 
sident Reagan a second term in 
the White House. 

“ President Reagan, who is get-# 
ting ready for a presidential cam- 
paign. is trying one way or another 
to open his election campaign 
from the Middle East.” Al Baath 
said. 

“He is hoping to achieve the 
first step to carry him again to the 
White House." ii said. 

Mr. McFarlane began his talks 
by meeting Foreign Minister 
Abdul Halim Khaddam. The off- 
icial Syrian News Agency SANA 
said only thaL they discussed “the 
current political situation in the 
Middle East and the situation in 
Lebanon." 


positive way. Disengagement is 
always a good thing." 

' Israeli and Syrian troops face 
each other in Lebanon’s Bekaa 
Valley across a narrow no- 
man's-land. 

The past week has seen several 
shooting incidents and Israeli 
tanks and artillery wem into act- 
ion after an Israeli soldier was kil- 
led by Syrian small arms fire. 

The official reiterated Israel 
refusal to publicise a timetable for 
its final pullback until Syria ind- 
icates its willingness to remove its 
estimated 3U,U00 troops from 

Lebanon. 

But he emphasised Israel is 
committed to a total pullout of all 
its troops from Lebanon provided 
the Syrians also withdraw. 

The official said Israel had given 
up the principle of simultaneous 
withdrawal provided for in the 
agreement with Lebanon by dec- 1 
iding to redeploy its troops along 
the Awali River in South Leb- 
anon. 

He said: “Simultaneous wit- 
hdrawal is not so important any 
more. But maybe a separation of 
forces can be a first step towards, 
complete withdrawal of all foreign 
forces.” 


Assad reiterates pact rejection 


Israel may consider troop 
separation pact with Syria 



Thursday marks anniversary 
of King’s accession to throne 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Thursday celebrates the 31st 
anniversary of His Majesty- 
King Hussein’s accession to the 
throne. 

Prime Minister Muda r Bad- 
tan issued a communique Sun- 


day announcing that Thursday 
wiil be observed as a public hol- 
iday. All government dep- 
artments and public ins- 
titutions wOl be closed on that 
day, the communique said. 


Central African Republic 
sends message to Hussein 

AMMAN ( Petra) — Royal Court Chief Ahmad Al Lau-zi received in 
his office Sunday the Central African Republic Ambassador to Iraq 
MLmiga Ismail who delivered a message for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein from the republic's president. 

The message stressed the African country’s interest in "str- 
engthening ties of cooperation and friendship between the tw o cou- 
ntries. as well as strengthening Arab- African relations to achieve 
their mutual interests.” 

In his message, the African leader also praised King Hussein's 
major role and efforts in the service of justice and peace in the Middle 
East. 

Yarmouk University to begin 
next academic year Sept. 24 

1RB1D (Petra) — Yarmouk Uni- lieaiions have been submitted by 
versity President Adnan Badran students wishing to enrol and by 
announced Sunday that the uni- the end of this week the number is 
versity’s 19K3/K4 academic year expected to reach I2.mw. 
will begin on Sept. 24. Dr. Badran also said that cur- 

Dr. Badran said in a statement rent students can pay their fees for 
to the Jordanian News Agency, the coming academic year by the 
Petra, that at least 8.UUU app- middle ot September. 


Iraq says Iranians still encircled 


Japan urges 
Tehran to 
end war 

TEHRAN <R) — Japanese For- 
eign Minister Shintaro Abe. the 
most senior leader from an ind- 
ustrial country to visit Iran since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. Sun- 
day appealed to Tehran to end iLS 
war with neighbouring Iraq, a 
Japanese spokesman said. 

Mr. Abe made the call at a mee- 
ting with his Iranian counterpart. 
Ali Akbar Vellayati. but stressed 
he was not try fog to mediate in the 
conflict, the spokesman added. 

Mr. Abe will later visit Iraq in 
his tour of Europe and Asia. 

The spokesman said the Iranian 
foreign minister said his country 
did want to go to war but after 
befog “invaded by Iraq had fou- 
ght to “defend” its territory. 

Mr. Abe replied that Iran sho- 
uld stop fighting and devote its 
energy to building the country, the 
spokesman said. 

He added that Mr. Vellayati 
had expressed concern at French 
supplies of military equipment to 
Iraq. Japan took this to refer to 
reports France had decided to 
lend Baghdaj Super-Etendard 
planes, which could be used to fire 
missiles at Iranian offshore oil ins- 
tallations and tankers. 

The Japanese foreign minister 
said his country was concerned at 
any move- that could widen the 
Gulf conflict, so far almost ent- 
irely confined to the territory of 
Iran and Iraq. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Sunday its troops had repelled 
fresh Iranian auacks in the nor- 
thern seaor of the Gulf war front, 
and also still had Iranian troops 
bottled up in seven towns and vil- 
lages in the central sector. 

A high command communique 
said fierce fighting was still waging 
on both fronts and the Iranian side 
had suffered heavy casualties. It 
gave no details of Iraqi casualties. 

The communique said Iraqi jets 
and helicopter gunships had car- 
ried out 342 combat missions 
Sunday, including raid during the 
hours of darkness carried out with 
the aid of flares. 

The raids had inflicted heavy 
losses in men and equipment, and 


all the aircraft had returned safely 
to base, it said. 

The communique said Iraqi for- 
ces had repelled all Iranian auacks 
in the north, where Iran mounted 
the first of two major offensives 
just over two weeks ago. 

Iranian troops were still trapped 
inside the Iranian border town of 
Mehran and six nearby villages 
encircled by an Iraqi thrust across 
the border in the central sector 
Saturday, it said. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said Sunday that Iraqi troops had 
killed over 9.UUU Iranian troops 
and destroyed 35 tanks and other 
armour during weekend fighting 
in the central sector. 

Iran claimed earlier it had rep- 


elled Saturday's attack in the 
Mehran area, killing some 1.500 
Iraqi troops, and that its own for- 
ces had now gone on the offensive 
there. 

Official Iranian reports have 
claimed that an Iranian offensive 
in the central sector nine days ago 
drove Iraqi troops out of some 5U 
square kilometres of Iranian ter- 
ritory they had held since the early 
days of the ihree : vear-old war. 
and took a similar area on the 
Iraqi side of the border. 

Iran has since reported rep- 
elling several counter-attacks. 

Iran also claimed Sunday it had 
taken three mountains and a str- 
ategic pass in Iraqi territory in the 
north after fierce fighting . 


South Lebanese begin protests against occupation 

Israeli position attacked near Beirut 


BEIRUT (R) — Israeli troops 
near Beirut came under grenade 
and mortar anack early Sunday as 
Shi’ite Muslim villagers in sou- 
thern Lebanon began a day of pro- 
test against the Israeli occupation. 

Military sources said four 
rocket-propelled grenades and a 
number of mortar bombs were 
fired at an Israeli position near the 
town of Hadath. on the eastern 
outskirts of the capital. 

One of the grenades landed 
close io Lhe nearby base of British’ 
troops serving with the four- 
nation Beirut peace force, the sou- 
rces said. 

The Israelis replied with tank 


and cannon fire directed towards 
the Hayy Es Sillom suburb of Bei- 
rut. which is patrolled by the mul- 
tinational force, they said. 

An Israeli military spokesman 
outside Beirut confirmed the att- 
ack on the position, but claimed 
there were no casualties. 

In southern Lebanon. Shfiie 
Muslims gathered in mosques and 
halls for a day of peaceful protest 
against the 14-month-old Israeli 
occupation of the south. The 
demonstrations were called by the 
Shfite paramilitary organisation 
Araal against the arrest of an 

Amal ImHpt frnm thi» villapp «-vf 


Kfar Melki. 12 kilometres east of 
Sidon. 

Reporters in Kfar Melki said vil- 
lagers organised a sit-in at the 
local hall while youths bunted 
tyres, blocked roads with stones 
and chanted anti-Israeli slogans. 

Local feeling againsi the Israelis 
has risen with the recent arrest of 
several Amal leaders and local 
trade unionists. 

Amal leaders also fear that Isr- 
aeli plans to withdraw from the 
outskirts of Beirut to safer pos- 
itions in the south will mean that 
southern Lebanon will stay under 
permanent Israeli occupation. 


Sankara pledges to aid liberation groups 


ABIDJAN tRi -t'aptain Tho- 
mas Sankara. Upper Volta's new 
leftist military leader, has pledged 
support for ali liberation mov- 
ements but has sought to allay 
fears his regime will be a des- 
tabilising influence in svest Afr- 
ica. 

Diplomatic sources in AbiJjan 
told Reuters Capt. Sankara bri- 
efed diplomats in 1 >uagadougou 
Saturday, stressing that his new- 
national revolutionary council 
would play a more active pan in 
the Non-Aligned Movement. 

Capt. Sankara saiJ the new aut- 

Pierre Gemayel 
confirms meeting 
Sharon in Beirut 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Lebanese Fal- 
angist Party leader Pierre Gem- 
ayel has been quoted as saying 
that he had met on Thursday with 
Ariel Sharon, minister without 
portfolio in the Israeli gov- 
ernment. 

Agence France Presse quoted 
Mr. Gemayel as telling reporters 
that his meeting with Mr. Sharon 
as “not the first’' and that he was 
“not afraid” of the consequences 
of such a meeting because he was 
doing that for his country. 

“I did not extend an invitation 
to Sharon to visit Beirut but the 
latter made the visit on his own 
initiative." Mr. Gemayel said. 

He added: “We welcome any 
visitors to our country so that we 
can discuss the Lebanese situation 
and try to find means of saving our 
country." Israel Television on 
Thursday evening reported the 
Sharon visit to Beirut was at the 
invitation of the Falangist Party 
leadership. 


horitieS wished to "extend a fra- 
ternal hand to ail Upper Volta's 
neighbours." the sources saiJ. 

He also ‘wanted m reassure 
pro-Western countries, such as' 
the Ivory Coast, in case they fea- 
red' the new leftist regime could be 
a disruptive factor in West Africa, 
they added. 

Capt. Sankara, a 34-year-oJd 
paratnx>p commander, overthrew 
moderate President Jean-Bapiisic 
Ouedraogo in a coupon Thursday 
and immediately pledged to lead 
his t>.9 million countrymen on a 
progressive path. 


Sankara, the country's prime 
minister until last May. was fired 
by President ' Juedrango for see- 
king to radicalise the military reg- 
ime anJ forge closer links with 
radical Third- World coun tries, 
including Libya, ((Jcdhafi con- 
gratulates Sankara, page 8) 

Capt. Sankara told diplomats in 
the Upper V’nhan capital: “All 
national liberation movements 
whose heroic struggles seek to 
eliminate the exploitation of man. 
whatever his race, creed nr colour, 
can count on our unconditional 
support." 


Israeli cabinet 
discusses cut 
in defence costs 

I'FLAVIV iR- - Israel's cabinet 
Sunday discussed cutting arms 
spending as pan of an austerity 
package to avert economic crisis, a 
cabinet spokesman said. 

Finance Minister t oram AnJor 
took (he unusual step ot inviting 
top ministry aides, the governor nt 
the Bank ot Israel and two pro- 
minent economists to address 
ministers. 

The spokesman told reporters: 
■■ They all agreed that cutting the 
budget, including the defence 
budget, is absolutely vital." He 
said details were secret. 

About a third nrisrael'sS24 bil- 
lion national budget goes on def- 
ence. • 

Finance Ministry 1 officials have 
suggested that Israel should red- 
uce to 6ft an order of 75 U.S.- 
made F-lo fighter planes. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
recently rejected suggestions that 
the defence budget could be tri- 
mmed. 

Army chiefs have complained 
publicly that they do not get eno- 
ugh money to pay for Israel’s army 
in Lebanon, which costs about S I 
million a day. 

Inflation reached 131 .5 percent 
last year and is rising, and there 
are serious deteriorations in the 
foreign debt and balance of pay- 
ments deficit. 

Israel is committed to repay 
SI.l billion of foreign loans this 
year. Its external debL rose by 15 
per cent last year «o nearly S2! 
billion. 

Israeli newspapers have spe- 
culated on measures which they 
believe aridor is weighing to boost 
revenue and cut spending. 


Masked gunmen wounded 
in shootout near Dublin 


DUBLIN (Ri -■ Four masked 
men were injured in a gun baule 
Sunday when they walked into a 
police ambush at the Irish home ol‘ 
Canadian food tycoon Galen Wes- 
ton. police said. 

The four were treated in hos- 
pital for light gunshot wounds and. 
a fifth masked man was arrested' 
on the scene by armed officers of 
the Irish police anti-terrorst spe- 
cial task force. . 

Police would not say whether 
Mr. Weston was at home at the 
lime or if they suspected a plot to 
kidnap the 42-year-old mil- 
lionaire. 

They said five men were being, 
held under Ireland’s tough ,ofl- 
ences againsi the state act. Off- 
icers refused to say if Lhey sus- 
pected involvement by guerrillas 
opposed to British rule in Nor- 
thern Ireland. 

Mr. Weston, youngest son of 
supermarket pioneer Garfield 
Weston, who died in 1 97S. is pre- 
sident of the Toronto-based Geo- 


rge Weston food giant and has 
store interests in Ireland and Bri- 
tain including London's pre- 
stigious Forinum and Masons. 

The gunfight erupted when five 
men. all clad in balaclava helmets 
and boiler suits, arrived at bre- 
akfast time at the mansion in Cou- 
nty Wicklow 25 kilometres from 
Dublin. 

Police would not confirm a rep- 
ort that Mr. Weston and his family 
were not at home and had moved 
out on police advice following a tip 
that a kidnap or robbery might be 
staged. 

Hospital spokesmen in Dublin 
said the condition of the four inj- 
ured men was "serious but sta- 
ble." 

Although Mr. Weston belongs 
to a prominent Canadian family 
and has his business base in Tor- 
onto. he was born in England. He 
has lived in Ireland for some years 
and is married to an Irish former 
model. 
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Habre alleges French 
‘Libyan lobby’ planned to 
replace him with aide 
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N'DJAMENA (R) — 
Chad President Hissene 
Habre has said a top 
French official had sug- 
gested to the Chadian for- 
eign minister that the 
chief of state be ove- 
rthrown. 

Mr Habre told a news con- 
*lc fence in N’djamena Saturday 
chat Guy Pc cine. French President 
Francois vliuerrand’s special adv- 
iser on African affairs, told the 
foreign minister. Idriss Miskine. 
he would have France's support if 
he ousted the Chadian leader. 

Mr. Habre. emerging from two 
weeks on the northern front after 
being reported killed by Libyan- 
backed rebels, said Mr. Miskine 
had rejected the proposal. 

He charged that sir. Penne bel- 
onged to an influential "Libyan 
.lobby” which presented France 
from providing his beleaguered 
government with ail the military 
aid it needed. 

I lie president described Ur. 
Penne and members of the alleged 
lobby as ■•poor j«»ols." 

Mr. Habre. whose troops are 
involved ni heavy fighting against 
Libyan -backed rebels in northern 
Chad, dimissed France's arg- 
ument that a 1«7 h military coo- 
peration agreement impeded a 
full-fledged intervention by 
French troops. 

Mr. Habre maintained that 








President Hissene Habre 

France's full backing was justified 
because Chad was subjected to 
Libyan aggression. He Said Frerith 
tmops had intervened in Zaire a 
few years ago to crush a rebellion 
hav mg no defence agreement with 
Kinshasa. 

'■France must adapt its military 
support to the reality of the sit- 
uation." he said. 

France lias sent tons of military 
supplies to Mr. Habre in the past 
month. It recently shipped 20mm 
anti-aircraft guns to help his tro- 
ops repel alleged Libyan air raids, 
but has refused to send .French 
forces to provide air cover. 

vlr. Habre welcomed a recent 
increase in U.S. military ai3. inc- 
luding anti-aircraft missiles, but 


said it was insignificant compared 
to the "huge arsenal” Libya was 
using to attack his country. 

He said Libyan jets were con- 
tinuing to launch massive and ind- 
iscriminate air raids on the nor- 
thern oasis town* of Faya-Largeau 
where his troops controlled a rad- 
ius up to 50 kilometres around the 
town located in an 80-fcilometre 
long palm grove. 

“Their aim is to raze the town.” 
he added. 

\lr. Habre said 122mm guns 
and heavy Brazilian- made Cas- 
cavel armoured vehicles were also 
shelling Faya-Largeau. 

Libya has denied that its troops 
or air force are involved in the fig- 
hting. 

vlr. Habre said government 
weapon- supplies in Faya-’ 
Large a u had novbeen hit and that 
a large quantity of arms had been 
captured from the enemy. 

He dismissed the suggestion of 
negotiations with former Pre- 
sident Goukouni Oueddei. the 
rebel leader, to end the fighting, 
arguing that only Libya was ent- 
itled negotiate with his gov- 
ernment. 

Libya makes allegation 

BEIRUT (R) — The Libyan news 
agency JAN A says Sudanese Pre- 
sident Jaafar Nuraeiri has sent a 
battalion of troops to fight alo- 
ngside President Hissene Habre 
against rebel forces in Chad. 

In a dispatch monitored in Bei- 
rut Saturday night. J ANA said the 
battalion was wearing the same 
uniform as the government forces. 



Abuhatzeira sentenced 
to jail for corruption 


IRAQ1-JORDAN1AN TALKS: Members 

of the Iraqi trade delegation currently on a visit to 


Jordan discuss future links with representatives of 
the private sector (.Petra photo j 


Iraqi Kurds elect legislative 
council as war rages on border 


TEL AVIV (R) - The Israeli 
Supreme Court Sunday sentenced 
a former cabinet minister to three 
months jail for dipping into public 
funds. 

Aharon Abuhatzeira. leader of 
the Tami coalition party which 
contributes three seats to the gov- 
ernment coalition, was given ihe 
jail term alter rhe Supreme Court 
upheld a prosecution appeal aga- 
inst a lesser sentence last year for 
the offence. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether Mr. Abuhatzeira would 
resign from parliament. Under 
Israeli law. a parliamentarian can 
be forced to give up his seat only if 
he is sentenced to more than a 
year in jail. 

Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin’ s coalition controls 65 seats 
in the 120-member parliament. 

Mr. Abuhatzeira served as min- 
‘ister of welfare until he was con- 
victed for dipping into public 
funds and appropriating some of 
the money for private use as 
mayor of Ramie in 1973. 

The lower court sentence last 
year had been a 30-month jail 
term, suspended on condition of 
good behaviour. 


The case of Mr. Abuhatzeira. 
whose party represents the Sep- 
hardic (Oriental! community, 
brought accusations from his sup- 
porters that he was discriminated 
against by the Ashkenazi / Wes- 
tern-) political establishment. 

Tami Party leaders immediately 
called for a meeting to determine 

their reaction. 

The three Supreme Court jud- 
ges rejected vlr. Abuhatzeira' s 
claims that cash had ended up in 
his accounts due to bureaucratic 
oversights. 

In their decision, the judges 
wrote: "This is trying to throw 
sand in the eyes and obscure the ‘ 
issue, which is what happens in 
funds given for speci fic purposes." 

The court said vlr. Abuhaizeira 
could delay beginning his jail term 
until October. 

His lawyers said they were sur- 
prised by the jail sentence and 
were considering requesting a fur- 
ther discussion in the Supreme 
Court. 

Opposition Shinui (chance) 
parliamentarian Amnon Rub- 
en stein called for Mr. Abuhatzeira 
to step down immediately from 
Parliament. 


U.S. equipment unloaded in Alexandria 


ALEXANDRIA. Egypt (R) - 
More equipment for joint U.S.- 
Egvptian military exercises was 
unloaded in Alexandria Sunday. 

Eyewitnesses said vehicles, art- 
illery and other items were being - 
taken ashore from the U.S. tra- 
nsport vessel Transcolombia 
which docked Saturday. 

The manoeuvres, including 
joint naval exercises, are expected 
to take place soon but detaiis have 
been kept secret. 

Two days ago. the U.S. tra- 
nsport vessel Callaham unloaded 
another batch of heavy equipment 
and arms for the manoeuv res cod- 
enamed "Bright Star Two." 


“Bright Star One” took place 
two years ago. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Kama! Hassan AM and other off- 
icials have rejected criticism by 
some Arab countries that the exe- 
rcises pose a threat to regional 
security. 

vlr. Ali. in an interv iew with the 
Cairo weekly Akhbar EI-Yom. 
said the manoeuvres were mainly 
designed-to upgrade the efficiency 
of the Egyptian armed forces and 
train them to use up-to-daie equ- 
ipment. 

Qadhafi urges action 
ABU DHABI < Rt - Libyan lea- 


der vluammar Qadhafi has called 
for a United Arab stand against 

joint U.S.-Egypuan military exe- 
rcises planned tor this month, an ‘ 
official at the Libyan diplomatic 
mission here said Sunday. 

The official said the call against 
what Col. Qadhafi termed “inv- 
ading American troops” was con- 
tained in a letter handed Sunday 
said similar letters had been sent 
to other Arab leaders. 

Libya and South Yemen have 
already condemned the exercises 
asa threat to ihe region's security. 


Aegean tremors cause no casualties 


SALON IC A. Greece (Ri A 
strong earth tremor which shook 
Greek Aegean Islands and parts of 
northern and central Greece Sat- 
urday cause J light damage but no 
•MMialti •*>. I'oltcc saiJ Sunday. 

About l mii a I tors hocks, some oi 
w liich c« <ni inueJ Sunday, billowed 
ihe tremor which occurred at 1 5-)? 
C.vU' and measured o.b <«n the 
Richter Seale. Athens observably 


said. 

Ihe epicentre was 2i> kil- 
M met res w est ol Limnos island 
where several houses sultered 
cracks. 

Police said many people in the 
Aegean Islands and the mainlanJ 
slept in parks and squares, fearing 
more tremors. 

Four monasteries sulfcred 
cracks and architects are expected 


to inspect them Sunday. 

The monasteries are pan of the 
all- male holy community of 
vloum Athos along the coastline 
of the mountainous Chalcidicc 
Peninsula in northeastern Greece, 
near Salonica. 

Valuable icons and manuscripts 
are kept in these monasteries 
which were built during the peak 
of the Byzantine empire more 
than I.tKKf years ago. 


BAGHDAD tRl — Iraqi Kurds 
have elected a new legislative 
council amid reports of fierce fig-, 
bring between Iraq and Iran on 
th£ border of the Kurdistan aut- 
onomous region, official reports 
said Sunday. 

The 5N-member council will 
serve a three-year term and rep- 
resent the interests of an est- 
imated 2.5 million Kurds in the 
autonomous region, which was 
established in 1977. 

The reports, carried by the off- 
icial media, said voting took place 
on Friday as Iraq announced that 
Iran had captured the strategic 
peak of vlount Kardemend in the 
Kurdish mountains following an 
Iranian cross-border thrust on 
July 23. 

The reports did not say whether 
voting was affected by the fig- 
hting. 

They said about 7tt per cent of 
the council members elected were 
independents, with the rest bel- 
onging to either the Democratic 
Party of Kurdistan, the Rev- 
olutionary Party of Kurdistan or 


Tanzanian 
•aide in Jeddah 


BAHRAIN (R) — Tanzanian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Salim 
.Ahmed Salim and his Saudi Ara- 
bian counterpart Prince Saud 
A)- Faisal Sunday held talks on 
improving bilateral ties, the off- 
icial Saudi pi ess agency reported. 

it said the views of the two min- 
isters were identical in most of the 
issues discussed. 

vlr. Salim, who arrived Sat- 
urday night, was quoted as saying 
he would discuss Arab. African 
and international issues during his 
four-day visit. 


Iraq’s ruling Baath Party. 

The Democratic and Rev- 
olutionary Parties support the 
Baath Party. 

The council's powers include 
the appointment of local gov- 
ernment. or executive council, 
members to steer the adm- 
inistrative a ad financial affairs of 
the autonomous region. 

The legislative council also 
makes decisions for the region 
that have to be ratified in Baghdad 
by Traq’s revnlutimary command 
council, headed by President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

The Baath Party's rep- 
resentative in northern Iraq told 
reporters the central government 
had spent millions of dollars on 
development projects in the aut- 
onomous region, including bui- 
lding of a headquarters for ihe leg- 
islative council. 

Iraq’s Kurds are members of a 
fiercely-independent ethnic group 
spanning five countries with a his- 
tory dating back about 3 JHHi 
years. 

The total Kurdish population is 


estimated at up to 25 million, spr-, 
ead over eastern and southeast 
Turkey, northwest Iran and nor- 
thern Iraq. There are smaller 
numbers in Syria. Lebanon and 
the Soviet Union. 

Kurdish guerrillas in Iraq. Iran 
and Turkey have fought their cen- 
tral governments over many years 
for more autonomy. 

Nearly two decades of revolt by 
Iraqi Kurds ended after the 1975 
Algiers treaty. 

The Gulf War started in Sept. . 
1 9Xi) after fraq tore up the Algiers 
treaty, saying it had been imposed ; 
on Baghdad, and following a ser- ' 
ies of border clashes with Iran. 

Shortly after announcing, its | 
cross-border thrust over the Kur- 
dish vlountains on July 23. Iran 
said its forces had achieved a 
major objective by capturing an 
Iraqi garrison posi which it said 
had been used to supply Kurdish 
rebels in (ran. 

Tehran has frequently accused 
.Iraq of aiding Kurdish rebels in 
Iran. Baghdad, ui turn, has-aec- 
' usecnG 1 an of helpmg rebels in Iraq .' 


MENAS denies issuing 
warning to Gulf shipping 


BAHRAIN ( Rr) — The Middle 
East Navigation Aids Service 
(MENAS) Sunday denied reports 
it had warned shipping in the Gulf 
not to steam at night because of a 
danger from floating mines. 

a ‘ MENAS spokesman told 
Reuters the organisation had iss- 
ued no such warning and that rep- 
orts ir had also distributed maps 
showing the danger areas were 
without foundation. 

Shipping sources in Abu Dhabi 
earlier told Reuters MENAS had 
warned shipping in the Gulf, and 
oil tankers in particular, to steam 
only in daylight to enable them to 
keep a watch for mines which had 
drifted south from the Iran- Iraq 
war zone. 

They said special maps pin- 
pointing the position of reported 
mines had also been issued. 

The sources said nine minesfrad 


been spotted so far off the Saudi 
Arabian. Bahraini and Qatari coa- 
sts. The only official confirmation 
of their existence so far has come 
from Qatar which said on July 21 
that it had defused an explosive 
mine. 

Shipping in the Gulf has been 
on the alert since early last month 
following warnings about the dan- 
ger from mines issued by the U.S. 
Defence Mapping Agency in 
Washington. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Fareq 
.Aziz told a news conference in 
Baghdad on July 2*» he had no off- 
icial information on mines. "But I 
suppose such mines exist in the 
(wan zone, planted by both sides, 
and probably some of them drifted 
due to atmosphere or water cur- 
rent conditions to those areas.” he 
said..-. • 


Japanese foreign minister in Iran to cement ties 


TEHRAN, | Rj — Japanese For- 
eign Minister Shiniaro Abe arr- 
ived in Tehran Saturday on the 
first visit to Iran by the foreign 
minister of a major industrialised 
nation since the Islamic rev- 
olution nt 1 l *7*i. 

The Japanese embassy said Mr. 
Abe had gone to a private dinner 
at the Japanese ambassador s res- 
idence and would start his pro- 
gramme of talks with Iranian off- 
icials Sunday. 

Mr. Abe will see Foreign Min- 
ister Ali Akbar Vellayati. Pre- 
sident Ali Khamanei. Prime Min- 
ister Mir-Hossein .Moussavi and 
the speaker of parliament. Ali 


Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. the 
embassy said. He will leave on 
Monday. 

Although vlr. Abe is also due to 
visit Iraq on his present Asian and 
European tour. Japanese officials 
have been eager to avoid any sug- 
gestion the foreign minister will 
try to mediate in the three- 
year-old Iran- Iraq war. 

The war has defied all auempis 
at a’ negotiated settlement. The 
officials say Mr. Abe will be con- 
centrating on strengthening 
Japan's bilateral relations. 

Links with Iran have improved 
swiftly in recent months, with Jap- 
anese. companies buying more 


Iranian oil. increasing exports to 
Iran and settling a long running 
dispute over the completion of a 
big petrn-chemical plant. 

Oil purchases fell sharply ear- 
lier in the year as Japanese firms 
delayed renewing contracts in the 
hope of squeezing price con- 
cessions from Iran. 

Japanese officials say the com- 
panies are now buying some 
33<U>(ii> barrels per day (bpd). as 
much as they were at the end of 
last year, and the figure is inc- 
reasing. 

They say the companies are 
buying at the official Iranian price 
of 52S a barrel. 


But diplomats from some ol. 
their Western competitors say the 
Japanese hate been trite n longer 
than usual to pay for their oil con-’ 
signments. effectively making 
them cheaper. 

As oil purchases increase. Jap- 
anese exports ol machinery, steel, 
textiles, and chemicals to Iran are 
rising fast. 

The officials said ex pons to Iran 
totalled S935 million in iw 2 but 
would reach S2 billion this year. 

The total value of oil purchases 
last year was S2.6 billion but 
would probably top S3 billion in 
l‘)M3. 


TV & RADIO 


JORDAN TELEVISION Troirond 06 =« 

06:55 Reflection! 

MAIN CHANNEL 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


17:30 Koran 

17:50 Cartoons 

IS: 10 . .. Children’^ Programme 

18:35 Liulc House 

19:05 Programmes review 

|«;I5 Lccj) Programme 

2feC9 News in Arabic 

20:30 Arabic Series 

21:90 Arabic Programme 

22:15 Arabic Varieties 

D:<» News m Arabtc 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

1 S:W French Programme 

l 1 WX) News in French 

1*:30 News in Hebrew 

3h30 Comedy- Barney Miller 

21:10 Parmer* in Crime 

22:00 News in English 

22:15 The Lo»e BojI 

RADIO JORDAN 

AJJ KHz. AM A 09 MHz. FA1 
A piinlv on QfW KHz. 5 A' 

O’ 7 :** Morning Show 

07:38 New* Bulletin 

IfcOO News Summary 

10:05 Morning Show 

11*80 Pop Session 

12:00 News Summary 

12:0$ Pop Session 

13:00 New* Summary 

I3A3 Pop Session 

1*00 News Bulletin 

14:10 Instrumentals 

14;30 Oxer a Cup ot Tea 

15:00 Concert Hour 

News Summary 

16:05 . . Instrumentals, Old Favounies 

17:00 Jordan tn History 

17:45 Pope Session 

IftCO News Summary 

IftOj Sports Round-up 

1**J0 Doctor ot Large 

l**:00 Newsdesk 

l*sJ0 Date with a Star 

20ri» Evening Show 

21:00 News Summary 

21:55 ..... .... News Summary 

23t0d ... News Summary 

24:00 News Headlines 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

ftJO, 720. 1413 KHz 

06:00 Ncwsdesk 06:30 The Towers of 


Trbizond 06:45 Letter from London 
06:55 Reflections 07:00 World New* 
07:09 Twenty-Four Hours: News Sum- 
mary 07:30 What's New 07:45 Science 
Through the Looking Glass OfcOO New- 
sdesk 08 J6 Baker's Hair Dozen 09*9* 
World News OfcOO Twenty-Four Hours: 
News Summary 0fc3O Summer Exc- 
ursions 09:50 Record of ihe Week 1M0 
World News 10:09 Reflections 10:15 
Peebles' Choice 10:30 Anything Goes 
HriM) World News 11:09 British Press 
Review f!:J5 Waveguide 11:25 Good 
Books 11:40 Look Ahead 11:45 Music 
Now 12:15 King of Jazz 12J0 Europe's 
Untidy Peace 1*00 World News 1*09 
News About Britain 13:15 Off the Label 
13J0 Summer Excursions 14KH Radio 
Newsreel 14:15 Brain of Britain 1983 
14:45 Sports Round-up 1POO World 
News ISM Twenty-Four Hours: News 
Summary 15:30 Cricket 1J:45 The Ten 
Commandments 16:15 Letter from Ire- 
land 16:30 Cricket 16:45 Country Style 
17:09 Radio Newsreel 17:15 Outlook 
18:00 World News Uk09 Commentary 
18:15 Musical Yearbook 18:45 The 
World Today 19*0 World News 19:09 
Book Choice 19:15 My Music 19:45 
Sports Round-up 2*00 World News 
20:09 News about Britain 20:15 Radio 
Newsreel 20:30 Why Men Go to War 
21:00 Outlook 21:20 Outlook 21:56 
Slock Market Report 22:00 World News 
22:09 Twenty-Four Hours: News Sum- 
mary 22:30 Sporting International ZftOO 
Network U.K. 23:15 What's New 23*J0 
Europe's Untidy Peace 24.uo World 
News 0044 The World Today 0fc25 
Book Choice MfcJO Financial News 
00:40 Reflections 00:45 Sports Round- 
up 01:00 World News 01:09 Cora- 
menltuy 01:15 Classical Record Review 
0|JO Brain ol Britain 1983 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

1260. WJ. 7200, 1520*. 11725 KHz 

85:00 The Breakfast Show: News. Inf- 
ormal Presentation oi Popular Music 
with Feature Repo ns. Interviews. Ans- 
wers tn Ltstunei's Questions. Science 
Digest . News Summary at 3U minutes 
put the hour, 17:00 News 17:10 Mag- 
azine Show 17:30 Special English News 
and Features 18:00 News I&1G New- 
sline 18J0 Now Music USA IfeOO News 
19:10 Magazine Show 19:30 Special 
English News and Features 2fe00 News 
20:10 NcwSlme 20d0 Now Music USA 
ZlM Newsline 21:30 DafeWFpciw 
2240 News and Editorial 22:15 Music 
USA Jazz 23:00 VGA World Report 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre -TeL 661U2&7 

American Centre ..- — ... 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council — 30147-8 

French Cultural Centre .... 37009 

Goethe Institute — 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre - — 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Ana Centre ...... 665195 

Hussein Vouih City 667(81 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library — 361 1 1 
University of Jordan Library R43SSS 


- MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1U0 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to lXth 
centuries i. The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pan. Vear-round. TeL 5 f 760. 

Jorthu Ar ch acota gkal Maacmn: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A] QaTa ^ Citadel HfllJ.„ 
Opening hours: 94)0 a-m. - 5.00 p.m. 

I Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a. in. 
4.UO p.m,). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gaflery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary klnmir artists 
from most of the Muslim counirie and a. 
collection of paintings by l9Ui Century 
orienraJu! artists. Muatazah. Jabal' 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1.30 p.m, and 3 JO p.m. - 6.U0 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 

Mffltity Mow um: Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed 
Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


Popular Life of Jordan MfflfiM 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, eeetc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a-m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lima Amm an CM). Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Tychc 
HotcL 1.30 p.m. 

Lioaa P Unddp Mn Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
die Amman Marriott Hotel. 1.30 p.m. 
P MU d efrd da Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
I:JV p.m. 

Retary Clofa. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal A ul ono b g r Club. Jabal Amman . 
Eighth Circle. TeL 015261. 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Church of the Awmdatiou (Roman 
Catholic) JabaJ Luweibdeh. 37440. 

Dc la Suae Church ( Roman Catholic) 

Jabal Hus5em. 661757. 

Church oT the Anuunriatian (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdflli, 23541. 

AugUcua Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 

Armsha Catholic Church AshraGeh, 
71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafich. 
75261. 

SL Ephraim Chureh (Syrian Ort- 
hodox) Ashrafich. 71751. 

Amman httematio— I Church (Inter-' 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. 663244. 


PRAVER TIMES 


Fafr 

(Sunrise) S/wntq 

Dhuhr 

‘Aar 

Maghreb 

• bba 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alio inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport leL (03) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 


06S5 
08:45 ... 
09^5 .... 
0*15 ... 
09:15 ... 
09 JO ... 
09:40 ... 
09»45 ... 
09-JO ... 
10*0 ... 
10:15 ... 
10r5« 
IGF) 

1J -J0 _ 
LfcOO ... 
13:25 .. 
14:40 ... 
15:20 .. 
15 JO .. 
16:15 ... 
16:30 .. 
16J0 _ 
16:45 ... 
17*5 _ 
17:U ... 
17:15 .. 
17:20 .. 
18:15 ... 
J8J0 _ 
1*45 
(MEA> 
19:40 ... 
1*55 ... 
2*15 .... 


— Cairo |EA1 

— Cairo (RJ ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ1 

Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah < Rj i 

Dhahran (RJ ) 

Kuwait tRJ) 

Muscat. Dubai (RJj 

Doha. Bahrain (Rj ) 

- Beirut <RJi 

Muscat. Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 

- Ankara tTU) 

.... — Moscow )SU) 

Cairo (EA) 

Kuwait (KAC1 

Jeddah. Medina (SV; 

— - Cairo (RJ) 

- Athens IRJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

— - Bangkok (RJ) 

— - Tunis. Athens (TU) 

— ........ Paris, Beirut 1AF) 

_ New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Paris. Beirut (AF) 

London. Belgrade IRJ) 

— Bahrain (RJ) 

Cairo (EA) 

Amsterdam. Athens. Beirut 


14*5 Moscow (SUl 

1405 Cairo lEA) 

14e30 Cairo fRJ) 

14*10 — Kuwait i KACl 

17:00 Medina. Jeddah (SVi 

17:30 Baghdad (RJ) 

17:35 Kuwait (KAC) 

18:45 Beirut CRJi 

19:00 — Kuwait (RJ 1 

19:15 - Dhahran (RJ) 

19^0 Jeddah (RJ) 

19:45 Doha (RJ) 

28:15 - Baghdad fRJ) 

2fc30 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

2Oi30 .....Cairo (RJ) 

HfcSS - Cairo (EA) 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seWbuy rates in fils 


169,7 1 170.7 


547 .HI 551.1 


— Frankfurt, Damascus ILK) 

— — Cairo (EA) 

Beirut (MEA) 


DEPARTURES 


Damascus (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

— Cairo (RJ) 

— - Athens (OA) 

— Beirut (MEA) 

Damascus. Athens, Zurich (SR) 

Vienna, New York (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

— - Cairo (RJ) 

Bahrain (RJ) 

Paris. London (RJ) 

Frankfurt, Geneva (RJl 

Ankara (TU) 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 


Belgian franc _... 68.6/ 69 

Dutch guilder 122.9/ 123.6 

Egyptian guinea 324.5,' 327.7 

French franc 45.8/ 46.1 

Iraqi dinar 450/ 455.6 

Italian lire (for IOO i 23-24* 23.4 

Japanese yen (for 100 J 1513/ 152.2 

Kuwaiti dinar 1250/ 1256.6 

■ Lebanese lira _... 79. V 803 

Omani riyal 10613/ 1068.3 

Qatari riyal lOO.ft 100.6 

Saudi riyal 1063,' 107 

Swedish crown 46.9 1 47 2 

Swiss franc 169.7/ 170.7 

Syrian lira ...» .....63.4/ 64 

UAE dirham 100/ 107 

U.K. sterling pound — 547 .» 551.1 

U.S. dollar 369/ 371 

W. German marie ....... 137.4/ 1383 

weather 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wQ] be fair, with northwesterly mod- 
erate winds fresiuttng at tunes. There 
may be chanocs for efoudy atmosphere . 
In Aqaba, winds wiO be northerly mod- 
erate winds and seas calm. 

Lowthigjh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 17/28 

Aqaba 25/37 

Desens 19/34 

Jordan Valley 23/36 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 29. Aqaba 37. Humidity rea- 
dinp:: Amman 35 per cent, Aqaba 38 
percent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193. 75111 

Firsuud. fire, police 1 99 

Blood bank 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co 36381-2 

Municipal water service 71125-8 

Queen Alia Inu Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centra .. 813813-32 
Khalkli Maternity. J. Amman 44281-4 
Akleh Maternity, J. Amman ... 4244] 1 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malbas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisaai Hospital 669131 

Uuveishjr Hospital 845845* 

Dar AJ-Shifa. J. Hussein 667158 

AI-Miiasher Hospital - 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

■I talian , Af-Muhajreen 77101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Army. Marka 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN; 

Dr. Ali Zumeili ... — — 94121 


Sal am pharmacy 36730 

B asm an pharmacy 39652 

Raghda pharmacy ... Jabal AJ Hussein 

Faye* pharmacy 661627 

lyad pharmacy 74822 

Taxma taxi ... 4466// 

Jerusalem taxi 39655 

Tamer taxi 666417 

. K haled taxi 23715 

IRfiED 

Dr. Fakhri Haddad 3 -KW 

Shadi pharmacy 75716 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Rommel Jarnir 
Abu Lei! pharmacy 


GENERAL 



„, 73111 

Radio Jordan 

.. 741 II 

Ministry of Tourism ...... 

_ 42311 


666412 


661176 

Telephone: 

12 

Jordan and Middle East caSs 

10 

17 


_.. in 

Repair service 

........ 11 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperfhwer price In fib per kg. 
(American) ...... 500 / 4S0 



500/450 

Apple (local) 

..... 200/ 150 
560/500 

Banana ........ 

Banina (Mukammar) 

— 270 / 220 

— 230/200 

rnhhigi- 

. 120 / 90 


160/ 120 


2S0/2W 


750 / 650 




170/ 140 


....270/200 


-.110/ 70 

Eggplant istnaB) 

140/100 

..600/500 







Grapes 

.280/250 

Lemon ...... 

.220 /ISO 

Lemon (yellow) 

Marrow (large! 

Marrow (small) ........... 

Mallow 

Mulnn 

.350/300 
.120/100 
.200/160 
. 70/ 50 
. 80/ 50 


, ISO f too 


,150 / 100 

Okra 

.2611/200 


300/250 


400/300 

Pears 

Pepper (Sweet! ... 

500/400 

140/100 

200/150 


250 / 200 

Potatoes , 

150/120 


no/ 70 


120 / 90 1 

■ • J 
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registrar 
denies ban on new 
West Bank students 


By Ahmad Salameh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The University of 
Jordan will accept 2.5m i students 
for the ]MS3'K4 academic year, 
according to the university's gen- 
eral-registrar Ghazi AI Mufti. 

He said that, among the new 
students. 3nti wrll.be enrolled in 
the Faculty, of Arts. 3<HJ in the 
Faculty of Economics. 3i*ti in the 
Faculty of Sciences. 3 «ki in the 
Shari’ a ( Islamic Law j Facu Ity. 1 5< i 
in the Faculty of Medicine. 5«» in 
the Faculty of Nursing, inn in the 
Faculty of Agriculture and 2tm in 
the Faculty nf Engineering. 


Vleanwhile the University of- 
Jordan has denied reports that it 
will, not accept students from the 
occupied West Bank. 

Director of Cultural Relations 
Fayez Rabie’ said that the uni- 
versity follows a policy of sup- 
porting educational institutions in 
the Israeli-held territories. The 
University of Jordan will allow up 
to lo per cem West Bank students 
to enter faculties which have cou- 
nterparts in Lhe West Bank, but 
will open its doors without quotas 
to other students who wish to 
study subjects not available in the 
Israeli-held territory, sir. Rabie' 
said. 


Alia to move head office 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, hea- 
dquarters will be moving to a new 
home, where there win be plenty 
of space for all departments, acc- 
ording to Alia News, the airlines' 
weekly newsletter. 

Its new home will be at the Hou- 
singljank owned building in Shm- 
eisani. where Alia will occupy sis 
floors. 

Facilities will include a cafeteria 
to cater for all offices, a clinic, int- 
erior basement parking for 25 cars 
while outside parking will be ava- 
ilable in an adjacent car park. 

By January 1 1‘984, the new 
headquarters will be operational. 
The only sections which will not be . 
moving are those in the pro- 
duction area, including Lhe Alia 


printing press, stores, and tai- 
loring and uniform shop. Alia 
News said. 

One major advantage of the 
move will be closer com- 
munications among ail city-based 
departments and thus, more con- 
sultation and better decision mak- 
ing. the newsletter added. 

Meanwhile, the configuration 
of AJia’s present B747 combi- 
aircraft has been changed to all- 
passenger-configuration after a 
decision made by Alia man- 
agement. 

The step was taken to meet the 
-heavy passenger demand on the 
trans- Atlantic route. As a result, 
passenger seats have been inc- 
reased from 260 to 400. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Company registration figures announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — Atotalofl45 new industrial companies with 
a total capital of J D 1 7.2 million were registered with the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade in the first half of 1983. according to a 
statistical bulletin issued by the ministry Sunday. It said that the 
new industries created new jobs for 697 male and 56 female 
workers. According to the bulletin the value of equipment emp- 
loyed in the new industries amounted to JD 14.5 million. 

Money changers ask to set lip at airport 

AMMAN (Petra) *— The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is 
currently considering the issue of licences to money changers to 
open branches at the Queen Alia International Airport to deal in 
foreign currency. A CAA spokesman said a request to this effect 
was made to the CAA by the Central Bank of Jordan. 

Registration head leaves for N. Yemen 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director-General of the Civil Registration 
Department Refa’i Al Hazayraeh left for North Yemen Sunday 
on an official visit. He wfll familiarise himself with the Yemeni 
civil registration system and discuss ways of promoting coo- 
peration between the two countries in civil registration affairs. 

Theatre group to play at Carthage 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Theatre Group (JTG) will 
take pan in the 9-day Carthage theatre festival scheduled to be 
held ip T unis ia nn November 7. The Jordanian group wfll perform 
a play written and directed by Gameel Awwad. The play was 
awarded a Jordan Writers Association prize after it was per- 
formed on March 27 to mark. world theatre day. 

Meteorological chief goes to Damascus 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet has decided to send Dr. Ali 
Abanda. director-general of the meteorological department to 
the Arab Centre for the Study of Dry Regions and And Ter- 
ritories (ACSDGAT) in Damascus. During the visit Dr. Abanda 
will discuss coordination between the centre and the met- 
eorological department. The three-day visit is at the invitation of 
the Damascus-based centre. , • 



HIGH FLYER: Brig. Ihsan Shardam who was recently promoted to the position of commander 
of the Air Force. (Petra photo) 


vlomani: Jordan to host pan- Arab 
seminar on environmental pollution 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
host a seminar on the environment 
and its problems in the Arab 
World in October, and will submit 
five working papers on pressing 
environmental issues and three 
others on air pollution which will 
be prepared by international spe- 
cialists. Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Env- 
ironment Hassan Al Momani 
announced here Sunday. 

The minister who was speaking 
at a meeting of the national com- 
mittee on environment which is 
laying the groundwork for the 
seminar, said his ministry will be 


organising the seminar in coo- 
peration with the Arab League in 
implementation of a resolution 
passed by a meeting of Arab min- 
isters of housing and rec- 
onstruction in Libya. 

Arab and foreign countries and 
international organisations will 
take part in the seminar which will 
tackle issues connected with the 
pollution of the environment and 
ways of combating it. the minister 
said. 

He said subjects on the sem- 
inar’s agenda would include: Soil 
and water pollution, industrial eff- 
luent and pollution resulting from 



Hassan Al Momani . 


chemical and biological warfare. 
Also to be discussed is the exp- 
ansion of cities and their impact on 
agricultural land, the continual 
erosion of marine and coastal veg- 
etation as well as surface and und- 
erground pollution caused by 
waste dumping. 

The delegates will also discuss 
legislation concerning the control 
of the pollution of food products' 
in the Arab World especially the 
effect of insecticides and fertilisers 
on crops, the minister added. 

The minister explained that 
most of the working papers will 
focus on the dangers of pollution 
and the damage that caused lo the 
environment. 

The national committee, which 
is chaired by the minister, com- 
prises representatives of the Min- 
istries of Health. Agriculture and 
Information, the National Pla- 
nning Council, the University of 
Jordan. Yarmouk University, the 
Royal Scientific Society, the 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature, and the Jor- 
danian committee for education, 
science and culture in addition to 
the department of the env- 
ironment at the Ministry of Mun- 
icipal and Rural Affaire and the 
Environment. 


Food poisoning 
strikes family 

AMMAN (J.T.) — All nine mem- 
bers of a family in Zarqa were Sat- 
urday treated for food poisoning. 
They were reported by Al Ra’i 
newspaper to have eaten a meal 
consisting mainly of. liver which 
caused diarrhoea, severe stomach 
cramp and a high temperature. 
The paper said that the family doc- 
tor was first called to treat them 
but. as their condition worsened, 
they wre rushed to hospital for 
treatment. By Saturday evenmg, 
the paper said, some of the family 
members had been discharged 
from hospital having fully rec- 
overed. . 

Algerian trade 
delegation due 

AMMAN (Petra) — A visiting 
Algerian trade delegation led by 
Mr. Sa’ih Fanouq conferred here 
Sunday with Minister of Industry 
and Trade Walid As four. They 
discussed economic and trade rel- 
ations between Jordan and Alg- 
eria. The meeting was attended by 
several ministerial aides. 



CMer Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Bm Zaid Sunday presents a diploma to a graduate from Al Wassifeih 
Vocational Centre for girls (Petra photo) 

Vocational centre students graduate 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Cha- 
mberlain Prince Ra'd lbn Zaid 
Sunday attended, a graduation 
ceremony at the Palace of Culture 
of Al Hussein. Youth City for the 
15th class of Al Wassifieh Voc- 
ational Centre for girls. 


Speakers at the ceremony inc- 
luded the centre’s Director Fa- 
ther Ra’ouf Najjar and one of the 
graduates. 

The 1 68 graduates attended an 
11 -month training course on bus- 
iness correspondence, acc- 


ountancy, computer technology 
and English and Arabic typing. 

Towards the end of the cer- 
emony, Prince Ra’d presented 
diplomas to the graduates. Friends 
and relatives of the graduates also 
attended the ce remoney. 


South Cement Company 
to produce in mid 1984 


AMMAN (Petra) — The South 
Cement Company is expected to 
start production by mid 1984. 
according to a bulletin issued by 
the company Sunday. 

It said that 45 per cent of the 
civil works have now been com- 


pleted and that contracts have 
been drawn up for the purchase of 
mechanical equipment. The total 
production capacity of the com- 
pany in the initial stages is exp- 
ected to be two million tonnes per 
annum, the bulletin said. 


Jordan, Iraq conclude 


new 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and Iraq have signed a 
number of trade agreements to facilitate flow of 
.goods between them, visiting Director of the Iraqi 
state organisation for consumer goods Abu Taleb Al 
Hashimi announced here Sunday. 


He said in a statement to the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, 
that the agreements were signed 
during his current visit to Jordan 
which is aimed both at coo- 
rdinating the exchange of trade 
between the two countries and the 
conclusion of contracts for the 
purchase Jordanian commodities 
by Iraq. 

"Jordanian products exported 
to Iraq enjoy certain privileges, 
including exemption from cus- 
toms duty, which help them to 
compete with other goods on sale 
in the Iraqi markets." \lr. Has- 
himi said. 

During his visit, he said, he had 
discussed with Jordanian officials 
ways of promoting, the exchange 


of trade between the two countries 
and of assuring, closer coo- 
peration between Iraqi and Jor- 
danian chambers of commerce 
and industry. 

.The Iraqi delegation has air; 
eady received offers from a large 
number of Jordanian producers 
and traders to export products to 
Iraq. Mr. Hashimi announced. 

He said that his visit will also 
include a lour of several factories 
in Amman where, he said, con- 
tracts for Jordanian goods will be 
signed. 

He pointed out that the Jor- 
danian-Iraqi Land Transport and 
Arab Air Cargo Companies sho- 
uld further help promote the exc- 
hange of goods between the two 


states. 

The two countries will in the 
near future announce practical 
steps designed to cement lurther 
their economic relations which 
will be to the benefit of the peo- 
ples in the. both countries. Mr. 
Hashimi said. 

The Iraqi official paid tribute to 
the Jordanian government and 
people for their total support for 
Iraq in its war against Iran. 

Jordanian-Iraqi relations are 
unique and ser\e as a model lor 
relations between all .Arab cou- 
ntries. Mr. Hashimi said. 

The Iraqi delegation also Sun- 
day visited the permanent Jor- 
danian industrial fair at the pre- 
mises of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry. 

The delegation members ins- 
pected the products on display and 
were briefed by the chamber's dir- 
ector. Ali Dajani. on Jordanian 
industrial development and the 
government's support for private 
secior industries. 



Iraqi Transport and Communication Minister Jab- 
bar Al Assadi confers with Jordanian Minister of 


Transport AH Soheimat shortly after his arrival 
Sunday (Petra photo) 


Iraqi transport minister arrives 
for talks on bilateral cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Minister 
of Transport and Com- 
munications Abdul Jabbar Al 
. Assadi arrived here Sunday for an 
official visit to Jordan expected to 
last several days. 

He will hold talks with Jor- 
danian officials including Tra- 
nsport Minister A ii Suheiraat on 
issues aimed al promoting bil- 
ateral cooperation in transport 


affairs. 

“ My visit to Jordan is in the con - 
text of Lhe continuing meetings 
between officials from both cou- 
ntries," the Iraqi minister said in a 
statement on his arrival. 

During his stay in Jorldan. Mr. 
Al Assadi wifi attend the general 
meeting of the Jordanian Iraqi 
Land Trasport Company and will 


inspect the work of the Air Cargo 
Company, which is a joint Iraqi- 
Jordanian venture. 

The Iraqi minister was met 
upon his arrival at the airport by 
Mr. Suheimat and a number of his , 
ministry’s officials, senior officials 
of the Jordanian Iraq: Land Tra- 
nsport Company and the Iraqi 
charge d'affaires in Amman. 


Folk dance troupe regroups to repeat past glories 


By Anne Counsel! 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — After a five-year per- 
iod of inactivity.! the Jordanian 
Folk Dance Group is taking off 
again. The group was re- 
established in January of this year 
by Mr. Abdullah Haddadien. the 
original troupe having been sta- 
rted in 1966 under Mr. Marwan 
Jarrar. The following year they 
participated in a charity concert at 
Lhe Albert Hall in London to raise 
funds for Palestinian refugees. 

Between 1968 and 1973, the 
eighteen members of the group 
enjoyed a series of tours in Europe 
and the Middle East, as well as 
performing nationally on special 
occasions at .the Jerash and. 
Amman Amphitheatres. The 
group continued to travel widely 
from 1974 to 1978 but. according 
to Mr. Haddadien the group 
began to lose its identity as a Jor- 
danian troupe due to the influence 
of the Lebanese director and 
costume-designer. At this time the 
group ran into financial difficulties 
and was forced to disband. 

Now that the Department of 
Culture and Arts is financing the 
re-formed group, their immediate 
economic future is secure, ena- 
bling the group to pursue their aim 
of promoting the regional dances 
of Jordan. Within the group is a 
deep sense of tradition, and in 
keeping with this mood, the cos- 
tumes are fashioned after the sty- 
les found in the villages of Jordan 
with meticulous attention to det- 
ail. Also, the instruments used are 
basic and traditional consisting 
simply of a ‘rababa’ (one-stringed 
violin), a ‘mismar’ (flute) and a 
“taW (drum) accompanying two 
singers. 

Unfortunately, the group have 
not had enough time to prepare, 
for the Jerash Festival and will not 
be attending. However, they are 
currently rehearsing three days a 
week for a dancing tour scheduled 
for September this year when they 
will attend a Folk Dance Festival 


in Dijon, France, representing 
Jordan in the display of int- 
ernational folk dance. Visits to 
New York and Baghdad are also 
planned to promote the dances of 
Jordan. 

■ A special treat is m store for the 
people of Jordan when, in Nov- 
ermber. the group will be staging a 
.production to celebrate the bri- 
thday of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. This show, to include dance, 
music and drama, has been written 
for the troupe by the Jordanian 
peot, Haider Mahmoud, and is cal- 
led ‘Reem AJ-BawadT (The Des- 
ert Gazelle). 

It is a symbolic tale about Lhe 
beauty of the Bedouin girls, the 
desert and the love of the people 
for their country, and it clearly 
emphasises the commitment of 
the group to tradition. The fiiness 
and precise timing of the dancers, 
already evident in the rehearsals, 
promises an excellent show when 
it comes to the stage. 

The dance group, which at pre- 
sent comprises 18 members, mai- 
ntains close ties with associations, 
clubs and schools where it is active 
in encouraging and promoting the 
folk dances of Jordan. The budget 
for the group is currently being 
.arranged and will, it is hoped, sec- 
ure the position and standing of 
the troupe. 

There are many other folk 
' dance groups here in Jordan, inc- 
luding the Alia Royal Jordanian 
Dance Group, and this naturally 
means that competition is ine- 
vitable. But this situation can only 
lead to higher standards, better 
productions and more promotion 
of the traditional and individual 
dances of Jordan, both Mr. Mah- 
moud who is also the director of 
■the Department of Culture and 
Arts and Mr. Haddadien fold the 
'Jordan Times. 

Interested readers have been inv- 
ited to contact Mr. Abdullah Had- 
dadien at the Department of Cul- 
ture and Arts if they would like to 
participate in any way. 



Members of the Jordanian Folk dance Group ‘take ofP during rehearsals for their forthcoming tours to 
Dijon, New York and Baghdad 
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Reagan’s brinkmanship 


THE interminable conflict in Central America, due in no small part to 
blundering American policies, had already caused sufficient app- 
rehension. Of late, there has been growing disquiet even among U.S. 
allies over reports that the United States is spoiling for a fight there. 
And the reports are truly alarming. 

The Reagan administration had only recently ordered a series of 
land, sea and air exercises in Central America and the Caribbean 
starting in August. Now, according to The New York Times, and other 
U.S. newspapers. President Reagan has approved a plan for greater 
U.S. military involvement in the region. The Times, which quoted 
administration officials in a recent report, said Reagan had ordered 
the Pentagon to prepare a blueprint for the Implementation of the plan 
it said he approved in July alter several high-level meetings. The plan 
included a possible limited military blockade of leftist Nicaragua. 

As was only to be expected, this has sent shockwaves among U.S. 
allies in Europe. Washington’s NATO allies, writes the London new- 
spaper Sunday Express, were worried that “a disastrous military 
confrontation" in Central America could harm the entire alliance, 
and that the U.S. could be “sucked into a mini- Vietnam." The Exp- 
ress said the undented U.S. press reports about a Reagan military plan 
for Central America had only increased NATO's fears. According to 
the newspaper, of special concern to America's European partners 
was the possibility that U.S. troops may directly intervene in Nic- 
aragua. which the allies saw as having two-fold consequences: it would 
provide an effective propaganda weapon to the Russians and widen 
the rifts in the already uneasy Western alliance. 

The extent of the Europeans' disagreement with Washington over 
Central America is best shown by the fact that, of all people, Mrs. 
Thatcher could not go along with Reagan. The Conservative new- 
spaper said it was puzzled ‘‘why the United States should Invest so 
much, both in material and moral terms. In the government -of El 
Salvador, whose most notable achievement to date seems to be its 
success in killing its own people." Nor did the allies condone U.S. 
attempts to overthrow the government of Nicaragua, according to the 
Express. 

We do not hold any brief for Nicaragua. But aligned as the U.S. is 
with the Salvadorean dictatorship, one with the worst human rights 
records, the Washington deserves still less sympathy In its Central 
American troubles. 

Should the United States start a conflagration in Central America 
over that regime, it could only provide a moral advantage to the 
Russians and moke their influence ever stronger in the area — som- 
ething Washington is supposed to be trying to prevent. And in the 
process it might be jeopardising world security. 


— Arab News. Jeddah 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Rai : Iraq still holds initiative 

ONE YEAR after Iraqi forces pulled out of Iranian territory, they 
have return to lay siege to a number of Iranian towns and army 
positions. This development in the Gulf war. which was imposed on 
■Iraq by the Iranian regime, signifies the following military and pol- 
itical indications: 

-- that the Iraqi forces still hold the initiative in the war and can shift 
the battle to Iranian territory whenever necessary. 

-- that the recent Iranian attacks, despite the numbers involved and 
their intensity, proved ineffective and have not deterred Iraq from 
launching counter offensives. 

— that the Iraqis, by announcing their intention of not wanting to 
keep any of Iran's territory , have not changed their commitment 
regionally and internationally. 

Iraq is keen to end the war and spares no efforts in trying to achieve 
that goal. But at the same time the Iraqis want to defend their land 
against Iranian aggression and will continue to fight the Khomeini 
regime as long as it is intent on pursuing its aggressive policy against 
the Arab Nation. We hope that the Iranian people, who have suf- 
fered so long and so much from the regime's oppression, will finally 
realise that the time has come to force their rulers to end the war. 

Al Dastour: A democratic dialogue 

FOLLOWING THREE days of debate in Tunis, the Palestine Cen- 
tral Council (PC Cl has reached a consensus in support of the PLO 
leadership under its chairman Yasser Arafat. This has a major sig- 
nificance because that leadership was disputed by the PLO dissidents 
and viewed with hostility by Damascus. The PCC resolutions could 
be among the most important so far taken by a high-level PLO 
meeting which has been held under very difficult circumstances. The 
support for Arafat was probably best manifested when 79 out of Hi 
members attended the PCC meeting, something unexpected by obs- 
ervers. The fact that the PCC has voiced its regret at the expulsion of 
Arafat from Syria means that the council does not see eye to eye with 
Damascus which has continuously worked towards splitting the mov- 
ement and disrupting the activities of its legitimate leadership. 

All the factions unending the Tunis meeting were keen on mai- 
ntaining the unity of the Palestinian ranks and fighting dissension 
among PLO fighters. The PCCs resolution, which called on all Arab 
countries to respect the independence of the Palest inians contains an 
indirect call to to Syria to keep her hands off the PLO and stop 
interfering in Palestinian affairs. We believe that a democratic dia- 
logue. such as the one that took place in Tunis, will enable the 
Palestinians to overcome their difficulties and strengthen their str- 
uggle to regain their rights in Palestine. 

Sawt Al Shaab: The price, but for what? 

FROM THE beginning, the U.S. Middle East envoy's mission in the 
region was aimed at persuading Syria to change iis position with 
regard to the Lebanese crisis... But what can Washington really offer 
Damascus to make Syria relent trom its opposition to the Lebanese- 
Isracli agreement on troop withdrawal. The situation in Lebanon is 
expected to last a; least until the U.S. envoy carries new ideas to 
change Assad's position. 

Washington is at present interested in Jewish votes and this int- 
erest will increase with the approach or I9K4. the presidential ele- 
ction year. Therefore any U.S, efforts and initiatives are just a waste 
of time. Washington, which says Israeli settlement in the Arab ter- 
ritory should not by dismantled, has in fact recognised Israel's illegal 
measures and a new dc facto situation in the occupied lands. This 
stand could well be the price Washington has had to pay in order to 
persuading Israel to ease its stand over the Lebanese "issue, though ii 
could also be pan of a bargain over Jewish votes in the United Slates. 


Palestinians subjected to systematic expulsion 



By Jonathan Kuttab 

RAMALLAH. Israeli-Occupied 
West Bank — Palestinians were 
angered but not really surprised 
on Tuesday two weeks ago. when 
masked gunmen opened fire on 
students and teachers at the Isl- 
amic College in Hebron, in the 
West Bank, killing three people 
and injuring more than 30. The 
incident confirms and encourages 
widespread Palestinian fears of 
Jewish vigilante violence — and of 
the possibility thai Israel may int- 
end one day to expel! all Pal- 
estinians from the West Bank, 
using whatever means are ava- 
ilable to drive us across the river to 
Jordan. 

Those Israelis who wish to 
annex the West Bank and Gaza 
have until now been deterred by 
demography— by the existence of 
1.2 million Palestinians whose 
absorption would dilute the Jew- 
ish character of Israel. Instead, the 
Israeli government is trying to 
change the face of the territories 
— dehumanising the Palestinian 
inhabitants, restricting our eco- 
nomy and organisations and, of 
course, resettling the land. 

The Jews in the West Bank have 
already developed a kind of mini- 
state — their own public services, 
separate government adm- 
inistration. effectively seg- 
regated roads, water and sewage 
systems, separate courts and an 


ambitious, exclusive economic 
development programme. Thus 
these settlers, who share our land, 
are divided from us by de facto 
apartheid. 

Meanwhile, steps have been 
taken to curb not only our nat- 
ionalist feeling and politics but 
also our economic development. 
Our ovn public services — health, 
education, justice and agricultural 
assistance programmes — have 
been allowed to deteriorate. The 
private sector is greatly hampered 
by military orders regulating 
water use. imports, exports, pla- 
nting and the transfer of money 
from abroad. Labour unions, coo- 
peratives, charitable societies, 
schools and universities are also 
strictly controlled. 

The result is that our economy is 
now totally dependent on Israel's: 
We are a protected market for its 
goods and a pool of cheap labour 
for its factories. Only the subsidies 
we receive from the Arab World 
— now reduced by military orders 
~ have permitted a veneer of con- 
spicuous consumption to hide the 
way our economy is crumbling. 

But now extremist groups in 
Israel seem to want to go further 
~ to speed up the Judaisation of 
the territories with the goal of 
annexing them. 

These Jews' radical solution to 
the demographic problem is the 
forcible evacuation of the Pal- 
estinian population — and they 
openly discuss plans for our exp- 


ulsion.They are waiting for an 
erne rgency — war or civil up-rising 
- that will spread panic among 
Palestinians, causing us to leave 
on our own. 

But in case this does not occur, 
the extremists are also considering 
efforts to force us eastward across 
the river - and they expect that 
the Israeli military government of 
the territories would silently acq- 
uiesce. Most Israelis, their gov- 
ernment and its supporters abroad 
would presumably disclaim res- 
ponsibility and denounce the vig- 
ilantes but. the extremists hope, 
would not permit the evacuated 
Palestinians to return. 

It sounds farfetched, but to Pal- 
estinians in the territories the thr- 
eat seems all too real. 

Civilian settlers have demanded 
a greater role in enforcing order in 
the areas where they live, calling 
openly for deportation of families 
of trouble-making youths. Israelis 
from the territories have been 
withdrawn from reserve units in 
the regular army and reorganised 
into Regional Defence Units cha- 
rged with controlling the Arab vil- 
lages near their settlements during 
war or emergency. 

In areas where settlers have 
taken on the task of enforcing law 
and order, they have established a 
terrifying record of lawless vio- 
lence against Palestinians, whose 
must turn to the military gov- 
ernment for protection. Less ext- 
remist Israelis are being inured to 


the violence by an insidious deh- 
umanisation of Palestinians that 
occurs when government officials 
call us “two-legged animals" and 
“drugged cockroaches in a bot- 
tle". 

The notion of expelling Pal- 
estinians began to take on a fri- 
ghtening currency when one off- 
icial said that Israel made a mis- 
take not to deport 200,000 to 
300.000 Arabs in 1 967. and when 
another revealed a contingency 


plan — apparently still current — 
to carry out such a deportation 
during war or emergency. The pol- 
itical campaign asserting that 
“Jordan is the Palestinian state" 
seeks to cloak expulsion in the 
guise of justice and historical leg- 
itimacy. 

The mood among Palestinians is 
highly volatile — frightened, con- 
fused. fatalist, resentful, at limes 
even hysterical. The extremist 
plan to expel .us from the ter- 


ritories may seem incredible, but 
to us it loolu more plausible every 
day. The longer Israel retains the 
territories and denies our national 
aspirations, the quicker such hor- 
rible plans will become not only 
possible but inevitable. 

The writer, a Palestinian lawyer, is dir- 
ector of Law in the Service of Man, a 
human rights office in the West Bank 
ussociiued with the international 
Commission of Jurists. He contributed 
this comment to The New York Times. 


S. African states tougher on newsmen 


By Rodney Pinder 

Reuter 

HARARE — ‘Front-line* Sou- 


Craxi winks left, turns right 


them African countries have ban- 
ned South African-based foreign 
correspondents in a new strategy 
to combat what they say is sys- 
tematic propaganda and dis- 
information by the white-ruled 
republic. 

Zimbabwe's deputy secretary 
for information. Justin Nyoka.- 
told Reuters that a new inf- 
ormation strategy announced by- 
the front-line states —Zimbabwe. 
Zambia, Mozambique. Angola. 
Tanzania and Botswana — would 
be applied immediately and“very. 
very firmly." 

•‘What we want is total inf- 
ormation disengagement from 
South Africa." he said of the act- 
ion. which is a completely fresh 
approach to news reporting of 
troubled Southern Africa. 

Front-line information min- 
isters meeting in the Zimbabwe 
midlands town of Kadoraa over 
the weekend decided on what they 
called a common strategy against 
“Pretoria’s systematic dis- 
information." 

This included a decision that 
“foreign correspondents acc- 
redited to South Africa and those 
reporting to regional Bureaux in 
South Africa will not be allowed, 
in principle, to work in the front- 
line states any more," 

Mr. Nyoka said the only exc- 
eptions to the new rule would be 
journalists specially invited to 
visit. 


The information ministers also 
agreed that any foreign cor- 
respondent banned by one front- 
line state would automatically be 
barred by the others. 

At the Kadoma meeting several 
participants expressed concern 
over what Zimbabwe Foreign 
Minister Witness Mangwende 
described as South Africa's “ext- 
remely sophisticated, ' highly- 
developed programme of pro- 
paganda and disinformation." 

South Africa's neighbours acc-’ 
use it of waging a covert war of 
destabilisation aimed at keeping 
them economically dependent to 
support Pretoria's case that black 
rule leads to chaos. 

Mr. Mangwende said South 
Africa deployed military force, 
economic pressures and. “possibly 
more dangerously far-reaching. ... 
the information or propaganda 
threat." 

Mr. Nyoka said: “News from 
■South Africa about front-line sta- 
tes invariably depicts a distorted 
picture of failure.” 

The move could have profound 
effects on international coverage 
of Southern Africa. Most major 
Western newspapers, news mag- 
azines and ■ television networks 
have their regional headquarters 
in Johannesburg. 

Mr. Nyoka said he had asked his 
office to compile a list of all South 
African-based international news 
correspondents who visit Zim- 
babwe. It would be circulated to 
all front-line states. 

“We have to tell them they can't 
come any more." he said. 


The ministers appealed to world 
news organisations to establish 
reporting bureaux in independent 
black Africa.” What we are saying 
is look north, brothers." Mr. 
Nyoka said. 

The move reflected an inc- 
reasing worry in front line sou- 
thern African countries that for- 
eign correspondents based in 
South Africa may have their att- 
itudes influenced by their host nat- 
ion. 

Information officials often acc- 
use some reporters of making for- 
■ ays from South Africa into nearby 
countries and returning to base to 
write critical copy. 

The “ Kodoma declaration” 
also agreed: 

—To pool resources and max- 
imise cooperation in news- 
gathering and dissemination. 

-To work closely with “lib- 
eration movements’* fighting 
white supremacy in South Africa 
and Namibia ( South West Africa l. 
and to give them greater access to 
front-line leaders and media. 

—To increase cooperrion and 
exchange of news and features 
among regional news agencies and 
the newly-formed Pan African 
News Agency. 

—To cooperate in journalists' tra- 
ining programmes. 

The ministers resolved to coo- 
rdinate their positions within a 
new international information 
order through the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the United Nat- 
ions Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation iLWE- 
SCOi. 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 

ROME — Italy has its first 
Socialist-led government, but the 
fragility of the new five-party coa- 
lition and the country's grave eco- 
nomic problems pose questions 
about the chances of it outliving its 
many predecessors. 

The law of averages seems set 
against new Socialist Prime Min- 
ister Beuino Craxi. whet ann- 
ounced His cabinet today. Since 
World War II ended. 43 Italian 
governments have come and gone 
—an average of one every in 
months. 

Italians are sceptical about whe- 
ther Mr. Craxi can provide a more 
permanent government formula 
when the cabinet - drawn from 
Socialists. Christian Democrats. 
Social Democrats. Republicans 
and Liberals — is much the same 
as before. 

Some analysts have noted that 
one element "of instability — Mr. 
Craxi himself — has now been 
neutralised, it was the Socialist 
leader who brought down pre- 
vious governments, including the 
last one. out of what critics say was 
personal ambition. 

But other analysts have obs- 
erved that the long-dominant Chr- 
istian Democrats, sullen over their 
surrender of the premiership after 
a slump at the June 26-27 general 
election, could play the same 
game in reverse, torpedoing Mr. 


Craxi' s administration by wit- 
hdrawing when they thought time 
was ripe. 

The Christian Democrats, ref- 
lecting the fact that they arc still 
the largest party with just under 
.•33 per cent of the June poll, hold 
16 seats in the 3o-member cab- 
inet. including the key portfolios 
of foreign affairs, the interior and 
the treasury as well as the newly 
created deputy premiership. 

How far Mr. Craxi can enforce 
his will over this team is a matter 
of doubt, and it will take all his 
considerable skill to keep it tog- 
ether when even the small parties 
could make life difficult for him. 
political sources said. 

In particular, trouble could 
come from the Republicans, the 
most outspoken advocates of a 
tough economic policy whose lea- 
der. Giovanni Spadolini. has been 
thwarted for the moment of his 
ambition to be Prime Minister for 
a third time. 

The picture for Mr. Craxi is no 
rosier from the opposition ben- 
ches. where the powerful Com- 
munist Party, only three points 
behind the Christian Democrats in 
the elections, has once again been 
excluded from office. 

• Communist Leader Enrico Be r- 
linguer has upbraided the Soc- 
ialists for spurning his proposal for 
an “alternative" left-wing gov- 
ernment. excluding the Christian 
Democrats. Such an option was 
made numerically possible for the 
first time by this years vote. 


The Christian Democrats know 
that vlr. Craxi could in theory take 
up this option later if they refuse 
to cooperate. 

But they are arguing that the 
Socialist leaders position is now- 
tied to his staying in the non- 
Communisi camp. They are pre- 
ssing him to break out of alliances 
with the Communists in some reg- 
ional and urban administrations. 

Some commentators have 
urged that the main factor for the 
government's survival is the lack 
of any alternative at present. 

Dismissed by some analysts as a 
"govemo balneare" —a "seaside 
government" to take the country 
through the summer holidays -it 
has been welcomed by others 3s a 
"first-division" government bec- 
ause it contains a number of big 
names. 

Whichever it is. the Craxi cab- 
inet will face its first major test 
when industrial life gets back to 
normal in the autumn. 

It has already inherited a ser- 
ious problem from its predecessor 
— the breakdown of talks bet- 
ween private sector engineering 
employers and their l.otw.iiiin 
workers over a seven-month ove- 
rdue renewal of labour contracts. 

Mr. Craxi had relatively Hide 
difficulty in getting his coalition 
partners to agree to an outline pol- 
icy programme aimed at reducing 
inflation from its current 1 5.4 per 
cent annual rate to 526 billion off 
the public sector debt. 


U.S. contacts Central American left 


By Berndf Debusmano 

Reuter 

MEXICO CITY — Despite U.S. 
optimism about a negotiated set- 
tlement of the Central American 
crisis, diplomats see no early end 
to the region's bloody conflicts. 

Three of Central America's 
seven republics. El Salvador. Gua- . 
tern ala and Nicaragua, are fighting 
insurgencies ~ two leftist, one 
from the right — and the thrdat of 
all-out conventional war hangs 
over the border between Nic- 
aragua and Honduras. 

"It’s a very, very long tunneL 
and you have to wear very rosy 
glasses'to see the light at the end of 
it.” says a European diplomat in 
Central America. 

U.S. ■■ optimism about a neg- 
otiated solution was prompted by 
talks the Reagan administration's 
special Central American envoy. 
Richard Stone, had last week with 
Salvadorean guerrilla leader and 
the left-wing government of Nic- 
aragua. 

The diplomatic moves were 
accompanied by an unp- 
recedented show of" U.S. military 
force in Central America. Two 
powerful naval battle groups hea- 
ded for its coasts and preparations 
began for joint U.S. manoeuvres 
with Honduras which will be the 
biggest war games ever staged in 
the area. 

According to Latin American 
and European diplomats, the U.S. 
moves helped prompt conciliatory 
gestures from Washington's opp- 
onents in the area, including 
Cuban Leader Fidel Castro. 

Mr. Stone saw Ruben Zamora, 
a director of the Revolutionary 
Democratic From (FDR), pol- 
itical arm of El Salvador's five 
rebel groups, in the Colombian 
capital of Bogota. 

The guerrillas feel the meeting 
furthered their long campaign for 
international recognition as a rep- 
resentative political force in their 


war-tom country. 

Zamora said the discussion was 
“a small step in the right dir- 
ection." while Mr. Stone termed it 
a success. They agreed to hold 
more talks about the procedure 
and circumstances under which 
the insurgents would be ready to 
talk with the Salvadorean gov- 
ernment of President Alvaro 
Magana. 

The government and its U.S. 
backers say the guerrillas must lay 
down their arms and take part in 
democratic elections rather than 
“shoot their way into power." 

The rebels insist on a share of 
power in a coalition government 
whose composition should be dec- 
ided in negotiations. Under pre- 
sent conditions, taking part ia ele- 
ctions would be suicidal. Mr. 
Zamora said. 

In Nicaragua. Mr. Stone met 
Daniel Ortega, head of the left- 
wing Sandinist ruling junta, and 
Foreign Minister Miguel D’Esc- 
oto. Both sides described the talks 
as useful, diplomatic shorthand 
for an encounter at which con- 
flicting views were presented. 

U.S. policy is based on the view 
that most Central American con- 
flicts are "linked and directed 
from outside" and that Nicaragua 
is fomenting Marxist revolution in 
the region on behalf of Cuba and 
the Soviet Union. 

Without Nicaraguan support 
and arms supplies, the U.S. says, 
the three-and-a- half-year civil 
war in El Salvador would fisJe out 
because “the guerrillas have no 
popular support." 

But Washington holds the same 
argument invalid in the case of 
Nicaragua, where it is backing a 
right-wing insurgency against the 
men who ousted pro-American 
Dictator Anastasio Somoza four 
years ago. 

President Reagan insists that 
the rightist insurgency “reflects 
the people’s anger” with their 
left-wing rulers. 


U.S. support .for an estimated 
7.1)00 right-wing insurgents ope- 
rating from Honduras brought 
Honduras and Nicaragua close to 
war and sparked an angry debate 
in the United States, where the 
House of Representatives last 
month voted to end covert aid to 
the rebels. 

Nicaragua says the U.S. stepped 
up aid for the rightists and gave- 
the go-ahead for inflltration by 
some 2.000 men in February in 
the interests of what U.S. officials 
term “symmetry." 

This means, in the worlds of a 
diplomat: “If you whistle back 
your guerrillas in El Salvador, we 
rein in ours in Nicaragua." 

The rightists now show signs of 
increasing disenchantment with 
the way Washington is supplying 
symmetry, and want the U.S. and 
other parties involved in peace 
■efforts to press harder for neg- 
otiations. 

But the leaders of the main rig- 
htist fighting group, the Nic- 
araguan Democratic Force 
(FDN), are mostly former mem- 
bers of Somoza 1 s ruthless National 
Guard who fled Nicaragua when 
the Sandinists defeated them in a 
bloody civil war. 

A senior Western diplomat in 
Managua said recently: “ You can' 
be fairly certain that the Sandinists 
will not negotiate on anything 
under any circumstances with the 
FDN" 

Western military experts say the 
insurgents operating from Hon- 
duras have had limited military 
success and have little chance of 
defeating the well-equipped Nic- 
araguan army. 

In contrast, even U.S. military 
advisers in El Salvador say the 
gueriillas would topple the gov- 
ernment there if the Unhed States 
ended its military support for the 
army. 

Latin American diplomats say 
the uneven balance provides gro- 
unds to doubt whether the U.S. 



will accept calls for an end to for- 
eign military support and wit- 
hdrawal of militaty personnel. 

Dr. Fidel Castro last week off- 
ered to halt Cuban military aid for 
Nicaragua and pull out his adv- 
isers if the U.S. did the same in 
Honduras and El Salvador. • 

Nine days before, the Sandinists 
issued a six-point peace package 
which coincided with many of 
Washington's demands and also 
included an end to foreign military 
involvement. 

In his first reaction to the Nic- 
araguan moves. Mr. Reagan said h 
would be very difficult to reach 
any settlement as long as the San- 
dinists remained in power. 

In Guatemala, left-wing gue- 
rrillas have fought governments 
for two decades. 

A year after launching what 
they called a final offensive, gov- 
ernment forces have put the gue- 
rrillas on the defensive but appear 
nowhere near their aim of cru- 
shing the insurgent movement 
once and for all. military experts 
say. 


LETTERS 

Jordan’s Arabians 
are second to none 

To the Editor: 

An article appearing in the Jordan Times Tuesday June 7. |vX3 
has recently been brought to my attention. This article was headed 
“Egyptian Arabian Horses are the best in the world" and written 
by Liz Thurgood. 

It should be noted that this writing is not for the purpose of 
disputing the quality of the Arabian Horses raised in Egypt. It is 
important that a serious injustice coming out of this article should 
be rectified. 

Miss Thurgood 1 s article made some disparaging remarks about 
■the Arabian Horses in Jordan's Royal Stables. The remarks were 
totally inaccurate and ‘should be clarified. 

I personally visited the Royal Stables in Jordan in the last sixty 
days. It was my personal opinion that the Arabian Horses were of 
high quality and need not take a second position to Arabian 
Horses born and raised in any of the forty nations World Arabian 
Horse Organisation (WAHO) represents. I have personally tra- 
velled throughout the world working with registries, nations and 
individual breeders involved with the Arabian Horse. It is my 
opinion that no single nation could be signled out as having the 
best Arabian Horses in the World. Over the years each society in 
each nation has bred the Arabian Horse in a direction that best 
suited the use he was to be put to and the environment in which he 
lived. The result of this ongoing breeding programme has created 
a slightly different Arabian Horse in each nation. 

Every few years some nation emerges with a group of horses 
that become popular in the United Slates, i the major marketplace 
for the Arabian Horse J. American acceptance lias been somewhat 
fickle and has included as the "best horse” first those coming 
from England then from Poland then from Egypt then from Spain 
and recently, the Soviet Union. The true facts are that no group of 
Arabian Horses from any individual country could excel in 
today's market without the help and infusion of Arabian Horses- 
bred in most other countries of the World. 

I think an apology is due to Princess Alia, patron of the Arabian 
Horse in Jordan's Royal Stables. One day as the numbe rs increase ■ 
in Jordan's Royal Stables it is extremely likely that they will 
become the “in horses * and other nations of the Arabian Horse 
breeding world will clamour for them to improve the breed. 

Jay W. Stream 

President. World Arabian Horse Organisation 
San Luis Obispo. California 
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Ustinov: We do not seek military superiority 


AMMAN - Soviet Defence Minister Dmitry 
■ Ustinov reaffirmed in a recent press sta- 
. tement that the Soviet Union does not have 
; ond is not striving for military superiority 
, over the United States . In an interview with 
TASS, released here this week , Marshal Ust- 
inov stressed that the main provision of the 
: Soviet military doctrine is to have efficient 
; : defences and nothing in excess of it. Fol- 
\ lowing is the jiill interview : 


-Question: Statesmen of the 
■■ NATO member countries, above 
an of the USA. are saying that the 
USSR “continues building up its 
t military might, which goes far 
' beyond the limits of its defence 
needs”. Is that so? 

Answer: The Soviet Union and 
. its allies are maintaining their def- 
ence potential at a level necessary 
for the defence of the Warsaw tre- 
aty member-states. The essence of 
our military policy is effective def- 
ence and nothing above that The 
USSR has never initiated the arms 
race and is not going to do so in the 
future. If we compare the military 
potential of the USA and the def- 
ence potential of the Soviet 
. Union, they are roughly equal. 
Our military might is not greater 
than that of the United States. We 
'do not strive for military sup- 
eriority. 

The question, however, arises: 
About what “lirnffs” of the 
USSR's defence needs are the 
NATO leaders speaking? Pro- 
ceeding from what do they det- 
- ermine - the necessary, in their 
view, volume of our defence pot- 
ential? They proceed from the 
premise that the defence might of 
the Soviet Union and the Warsaw 
Treaty should be inferior to the 
military might of the USA and 
NATO. The Soviet Union will not 
accept the "limits” which the USA 
/is trying to-impose on us 

We are for equality in nuclear 
and other weapons, for a ren- 
unciation of military superiority, 
not by words, but in deeds, as well 
as for talks without diktat and 
power pressure. 

There exists a rough equality of 
military forces betweeen the West 
and the East. It is a reality. This 
was recognised by three American 
presidents — Nixon.Ford and" 
Carter.' 

This is also recognised now by 
many prominent American fig- 
ures. Only President Reagan and, 
recently, some other Western rep- 
resentatives, following in his foo- 
tsteps. are speaking muclfand at 
length about the USSR's “sup- 


erarmament”. But in reality up to' 
tne early seventies the USA had 
superiority in the field of strategic 
nuclear weapons. There are fields, 
where it has advantages to this 
day. Look at some figures: The 
USA has at present more than 
13.000 nuclear warheads in its str- 
ategic nuclear force, whereas the 
USSR has less: the strength of the 
NATO armed forces is 5.5 millio n 
men, while the Warsaw Treaty 
has. even according to official 
Western sources, 4.9 million men. 
The USA has 13 aircraft carriers 
with 520 nuclear-capable aircraft 
on board, which are in service off 
the Soviet Ltaions coasts. The 
USSR has no aircraft carriers. 
This list could be fun her con- 
tinued. The claims about Soviet 
military superiority, about the 
Soviet Unions superarmament are 
a fabricated malicious lie, which is 
being constantly disseminated. 

Q: In connection with the talks 
on the limitation of nuclear wea- 
pons in Europe, the West con- 
. tin ues accusing the Soviet Union 
of being unconstructive and int- 
ransigent, of striving to ensure uni- 
lateral advantages for itself. It is 
even claimed that the USSR has a 
“monopoly” on medium-range 
missiles. Are there grounds for 
such claims? — 

A: There are no grounds for 
such claims. Everyone at talks, 
naturally, presses for more adv- 
antageous conditions for himself. 
But if the subject of the talks are 
problems of fundamental interest 
for states, they can be conducted 
only with due regard for each 
oiher's legitimate interests. 

This is precisely how the Soviet 
side is conducting things in Gen- 
eva. Our constructive proposals in 
Geneva are known. The USSR is 
for no nuclear weapons — either 
medium-range or tactical ones — 
in Europe. This is the real way to 
nuclear-free Europe, and it is acc- 
eptable to us. as the Soviet Union 
has no aggressive plans. The USA 
and NATO remain silent so far 
and do not give any answer to our 
initiative, although almost two 
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Dmitry Ustinov 

years have passed since it was put 
forward. 

The USSR has put forward yet 
another plan, according to which 
both sides should reduce their 
medium-range weapons in the 
European zone by more than 
two-thirds. In so doing, the Soviet 
Union is ready to preserve for its- 
elf the same number of missiles as 
Britain and France have. We exp- 
ressed readiness to reach agr- 
eement on equality, in each mut- 
ually stipulated period of time, of 
nuclear potentials in Europe not 
only by the number of delivery 
vehicles (missiles and aircraft), 
but also by the number of war- 
heads for them. 

As a result, the Soviet Union 
would have in the European zone 
far less medium-range missiles 
and warheads on them than prior 
to 1976. when we had no SS-20 
missiles at all. In reaching agr- 
eement on such a basis, we are 
prepared to start equalising -the 
.number of >rcissiies of the sides 
even tomorrow/But wherein does 
the unconstructive character of 
our proposals lie? On the con- 
trary. our proposals are con- 
structive and responsible ones. 
They are a way to a reasonable' 
compromise. 

They in the West are speaking 
much about the "intransigence of 
the RjUssians". But in whaL pro- 
perly speaking, are we expected to 
concede? Are we expected to give 
a go-ahead to the introduction of 
Pershing and cruise missiles into 
Europe? Are we expected not to 
count the nuclear weapons of Bri- 
tain and France on NATO's side? 
Thus they are demanding uni- 
lateral concessions precisely from 
us. wishing that we should agree to 
a direct damage to our security 
and that of our allies. Why must 
we be tractable on that point? We 
are not demanding anything of the ; 
sort from -the LISA. ■ ■ ■ 

The question of the nuclear 1 
weapons of Britain and France is 
deliberately muddled/, up under 
cover of the thesis about the Sov- 
iet Unions “intransigence". It is 
impossible to find objectivity in 
the very attitude of not counting 
these weapons among NATO’s 
medium-range nuclear force in 
Europe. This is NATO’s frank str- 


iving to preserve big military adv- 
antages for itself in Europe. As 
has been learnt now. it was in 
Guadeloupe way back in 1979 
that the leaders of the USA and 
the other major NATO countries 
reached agreement that the USA 
would appear at the Geneva talks 
alone, so as to be able, by referring 
to the bilateral character of the 
talks, to exclude British and 
French nuclear weapons from the 
count, and put in circulation the 
allegation about a Soviet missile 
monopoly in Europe. 

But in actual fact, there is. of 
course, no Soviet “missile mon- 
opoly.” The Soviet SS-20 missiles 
are only a counterbalance to the 
nuclear potential of the NATO 
countries in Europe, including to 
their missiles. Speaking of mon- 
opoly. it is precisely the U.S. side 
which would like to gain the pri- 
vilege of keeping near the Soviet 
borders additional nuclear wea- 
pons. which is a strategic factor for 
the Soviet Union. The USA would 
like to gain for itself a monopoly 
position by deploying close to the 
USSR nuclear weapons, capable 
of hitting targets deep in our ter- 
ritoxy. while the USSR does not 
have and. certainly, if one is to 
follow American logic, should not 
have a comparable potential som- 
ewhere near the USA. This is pre- 
cisely to what Yuri Andropov 
drew attention. 

It must be noted, for that mat- 
ter. that when evaluating the 
NATO force, the USA itself inv- 
ariably takes into account the nuc- 
lear potentials of Britain and Fra- 
nce. The report to Congress of 
U.S. Defence Secretary (Caspar) 
Weinberger on the military bud- 
get for 19*3 frankly says that the 
NATO's large distance naval sys- 
tems include submarine launched 
ballistic missiles — the British 
“polaris" and the American “pos- 
eidon" — as well as carrier-based 
American planes. Mention is 
made in the same report also of 
French ballistic missile sub- 
marines, the only reservation 
being [that officially they are not 
part of NATO. In its "white 
paper' 1 on defence issues for 1978 
the British government said that 
British submarines with “polaris" 
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missiles are part and parcel of 
NATO’s strategic force. They are 
capable of doing such damage to. 
the Soviet Union that the Soviet 
leadership should take them into 
account, it said further. 

The demand that the nuclear 
weapons of Britain and France be' 
counted on the NATO side is not a 
bargaining point for us. but an 
objective need stemming from the 
interests of ensuring our security. 
Under any circumstances ihe Sov- 
iet Union shall and will have an 
equivalent to the above -said wea- 
pons. 

Q: Claims have been widely 
made recently on the initiative of 
the U.S. administration that the 
USSR has a superiority over the 
USA in the field of strategic wea- 
pons. What will you say to that? 

A: At the present lime there is 
rough equality in the balance of 
the strategic nuclear force of the 
Soviet Union and the strategic 
offensive force of the USA. 

Seven years ago when the 
USSR and the USA were drafting 
the SALT-2 treaty, not only each 
figure but even each comma was 
verified many times. And when 
the leaders of the USSR and the 
USA were signing that treaty in 
Vienna in 1979. they placed on 
record that there existed parity 
between the Soviet Union and the 
United States in the field of str- 
ategic weapons. It remains to this 
day. But the whole point is that 
they in Washington have set the- 
mselves the aim of breaking that 
parity, of achieving military sup- 
erority. 

Whatever component of the 
strategic offensive force of the 
USA we may take, each of them is 
to be re-equipped with new wea- 
pons systems soon. The “MX" 
ground-based strategic missile 
with 10 independently targe table 
warheads is being tested, a new 
mobile single warhead “mid- 
getraan" missile and a new sea- 
based “trident-2” missle are being 
developed, intensive work is 
underway to deploy in this decade , 
two new strategic bombers (B-lb 
and “stealth” >, batch production 
has been started of long-range 
air-and-sea-launched cruise mis- 
siles. preparations are nearing 
completion for the deployment of 
such ground-based missiles. And. 
as the leading Pentagon officials 
say. the United States will con- 
tinue implementing all the 
above-said programmes even if an 
agreement on a reduction of str- 
ategic weapon is concluded with 
the Soviet Union. , 

The Washington Pleaders us6 
various gimmicks to cbVer up their 
policy of ensuring military sup- 
eriority. They have set afloat a 
concept, according to which the 
weapons that are most developed 
on the Soviet Unions side -- mod- 
ern Intercontinental Ballistic Mis- 
siles (ICBM) — are declared as 
being destabilising and subject to 
scrapping, while those in which 



SHAKHSHR 
Rent A Car 

Middle East Hotel 

Tel: 668958 

667159 667160 ext. 124 
P.O. Box 9122 
Ar/iman, Jordan 


the USA is most strong — the 
modern submarine launched bal- 
listic missiles (SLBMS) and heavy 
bombers — are to remain intact. 

Indeed, the American side is 
guided by precisely this concept at 
the Geneva talks on the limitation 
and reduction of strategic wea- 
pons. The stand of the USA. the 
way it is now presented at the 
talks, is selfish and aimed at the 
Soviet Unions unilateral dis- 
armament. It disregards our leg- 
itimate interests and presupposes 
the attainment of an ove- 
rwhelming advantage of the USA 
over the USSR. We are proposed 
actually to reshape the whole str- 
ucture of our strategic forces. The 
aim of these proposals is to und- 
ermine the USSR's strategic nuc- 
lear power. 

Q: What will you say about the 
campaign which has been lau- 
nched in the USA and the other 
NATO countries with the aim of 
portraying the Soviet gov- 
ernments statement of May 2* as a 
growth of the “ Soviet military thr- 
eat” to the West? 

A: The Soviet Union has never 
threatened and does not threaten 
anyone. By whipping up the "Sov- 
iet threat” myth, certain circles in 
the West are thus trying to distract 
the attention of the peoples from 
the real military threat, which is 
created by the U.S. administration 
and some of its NATO allies. 

The U.S. president has been 
recently ever more often saying, 
for example, that the "Pershing- 
2” missiles are indispensable, that 
America also very much needs 
"trident” missiles in order to 
“deter the Russians". But the spe- 
culation on deterrence is a cam- 
ouflage. The American leaders 
consider it to be a disadvantage to 
them to tell the truth about their 
military preparations. Yet. in act- 
ual fact, the Pershing-2 and tri- 
dent missiles are a first strike wea- 
pon. And the Washington str- 
ategists are concerned not with 
“deterring the Russians". The 
.first nuclear strike doctrine has- 
become the dominant one in the 
U.S. military strategy. The cre- 
ation of strategic weapons systems 
and the build-up of the strategic 
force as a whole is subordinated to 
the possibility of implementing 
precisely that doctrine. 

We will take such counter- 
measures, that will make the mil-, 
itary threat to the territory of the 
USA and the countries, on whose 
territories American missiles will 
be deployed, the same as the USA 
is trying to create for the Soviet- 
Union and our allies. And 'may 
those who are building up the 
arms race today realise, at long 
last, the dangerous illusory cha- 
racter of the drive for military 
superiority and the pressing need 
for reaching agreement on lim- 
iting and reducing nuclear wea-^ 
pons in accordance with the pri- 
nciple of equality and equal sec- 
urity. 
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Top of the form 

With the approach of the university opening, it is interesting to be 
in a group where mothers talk about the scholastic projects of their 
children. The conversation is colourful and animated. 

Those ladies compete to have the lead of the conversation each 
one convinced that her story is the most interesting. 

Sometimes you find yourself listening to a lady who is a real one 
way truck. Once she starts talking you can never stop her and you 
need to make extraordinary efforts to say one word. 

She gives you the history of her children from their childhood 
including vaccines, illnesses to (finally) reach their university per- 
iod where of course “/hey excel and are the first in their class”. 

Once this lady has finished her speech, another one starts and 
explains to you how much her children are special, how much their 
professors are stunned by their intelligence and good manners, she 
adds, thai although studying abroad their conduct is perfect, ttey 
are real angels. 

There is the one who aiTtnns with contempt that the country 
u-here her son is studying engineering is trying very hard to make 
him stay so that they can take advantage of his “extraordinary 
capacities'*. 

With the parents ratings of these students, they all are the best. 
There are no runners up or second best much less any weaker ones. 
One cannot help wondering: Is this a generation of genii we are 
breeding? 


Rice shortage persists 
in Asia despite 


increase in 

By Ruth Seitz 

Asia, with 2.5 billion people, has 
over half the world’s population to 
feed. It grows and eats 92 percent 
of the world's rice but. to keep 
pace with population growth and a 
modest rise in incomes, rice pro- 
duction would have to increase at 
an average annual rate of 3.6 per 
cent. In the last decade Asia's 
yield (excluding war-torn cou- 
ntries) grew by 2.59 per cent each 
year. 

Rice is the major staple for T .5 
billion poor Asians, and most of it 
is grown by small fanners: 90 per 
cent of Asia's rice farmers outside 
China have fewer than five hec- 
tares of land. “ Rice and prosperity 
in Asia are intertwined", says Dr. 
M.S. Swaminathan. India's lea- 
ding agricultural scientist and 
director-general of the Int- 
ernational Rice Research Institute 
(IRRI) in Los Banos, Philippines. 

Two of ihe largest consumers of 
rice. India and China, have so far 
been keeping rice production in 
line with demand. India's demand 
and production are each growing 
at about 2.5 per cent annually. 
China claims to have increased 
production by 3 per cent in th 

I970S. - . . 

“But the remaining developing 
countries of Asia face a deficit 
between production and dem- 
and”. Dr. Robert W. Herdt, agr- 
icultural economist at the IRRI. 
points out. 

With few new prime areas ava- 
ilable for rice growing, researchers 
are exploring other ways to close 
the production gap. An IRRI 
long-range plan estimates that 
about 4J% per cent of future rice 
production could come from inc- 
reased yields and about 52 per 
cent from more intensive cro- 
pping. 

The Green Revolution brought 
a big increase in production, using 
seeds dependent on irrigation and 
fertiliser. “ High-yielding varieties 
are mostly being grown under irr- 
igated conditions which coveronly 
30 per cent of the rice area in the 
tropics”, says Dr. Swaminathan. 
“More than three-quarters of the 
world rice farmers have still not 
adopted the new varieties.” 
Scientists are now cross- 
breeding to maximise production 
in cold, drought-prone and 


yields 

deep-water environments. Bre- 
eders select from the 60.UUU var- 
ieties stored in IRRrs genmplasm 
bank where seeds from all over the 
world are categorised according to 
traits. 

Another crucial need is high- 
yielding rice that needs little fer- 
tiliser. but there are few gains in 
sight. Or. if plant geneticists dev- 
eloped rice that could fix nitrogen 
' in the soil like legumes, the food 
production picture would rad- 
ically change, but there is no sign 
of this breakthrough. 

Pest- resistance became an imp- 
ortant seed trait when the vul- 
nerability of Green Revolution 
varieties brought disease epi- 
demics in the early 19/0s. Unlike 
the tradtitiona] rice plant, the new 
dwarf v arieties from dense can- 
opies which stop the sunlight from 
reaching the soil and create the 
right micro-environment for pests, 
and disease. Over a third of tro- 
pical Asia's rice crop is lost to 
these pests. 

The scientists are barely kee- 
ping ahead of them. For example, 
after IRRI developed 1R26. which 
was resistant to the brown plant- 
hopper. the insect evolved new 
biotypes tht at could attack that 
. strain of rice. I RRlcountered with 
yfx new genetically manipulated 
variety. IR36. 

Ten million hectares of this 
high-yielding, disease-resisiani 
variety that matures in IU0 days 
are grown in Asia. "Any pest epi- 
demic could ravage farm harvests 
all the way from Korea to Ind- 
onesia.” 

Even without such widespread 
chaos . the year 2UUU still does not 
look favourable for all of Asia's 
2.5 billion rice eaters. A projected 
700 million will not get enough 
calories even if production levels 
are high enough to keep food pri-» 
ces constant. If the demand from 
growing populations increases fas- 
ter than the supply and the price 
goes up even slightly, the poorest 
will be hit hardest. 

Dr. Herdt adds that economic 
disparity is as much of a problem 
as low production in many cou- 
ntries. A reorganisation of land 
ownership and marketing systems 
is necessary to correct the food 
imbalance. 

— People news feature 
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HELSINKI ifc> - Norwegian 
Grcie Waiir grabbed ihe first title 
of the inaugural World Athletics 
Championships here on Sunday 
but the day .was darkened by a 
snvace injury to Cuban former 
Olvmpic Champion Alberto Jua- 
ntorena. 

Uaitz won [he women's mar- 
athon and had completed a lap ot 
honour to the cheers of [housands 
of fans before Marianne Dic- 
kerson of the United States ent- 
ered the Olympic stadium to win 
the siher medal. 

She clocked two hours 2* min- 
utes nine seconds to win by exactly 
three minutes from Dickerson. 

But as the slender 2‘M-ear -old 
Norwegian happily acknowledged 
the acclaim she deserved. Jua- 
ntorena's world liilc hopes had 
long been shattered. 

I he 32-year-old Cuban, tri- 
umphant over -lint and son metres 
at the vlontreal Olympics, 
crashed off the track at the end of 
an Son-metre heat and was taken 
to hospital with tom ligaments in 
his right ankle, a broken bone in 
his foot. 

But Juaniorcna fought back the 
bitterness and despair after an 
operation to declare that he would 
be challenging for gold at next 


year's Olympics in Los Angeles. 

Juan tore na had eased up. con- 
tent with second place behind 
Brazilian Agberto Guimaraes and 
glancing to his right as Kenya's 
Junta Ndiwa made a late surge to 
try to catch them. 

The 32-vear-old Cuban stu- 
mbled over the raised metal rim of 
the track and smashed into a sta- 
rting lane block on the grass ins- 
ide. 

He writhed on the ground in 
agony and tried to resist efforts to 
get him on a stretcher, flailing out 
in frustration as they carried him 
away. 

Leroy Perry, an American who 
is doctor for both the Cuban and 
the Chinese teams, said Jua- 
niorena said he had been bumped 
by the Kenyan. 

" We did the only thing we could 
at the time, which was to have an 
operation to sew the ligaments 
together and possibly stabilise the 
fibula. 

• AH the lateral ligaments on the 
outside of his right ankle are rip- 
ped. We operated to repair iu” 
Perry said. 

Perry said Juantorena. dogged 
for years by injury, had shifted all 
his weight on to his right ankle — 
“otherwise he would probably 
have broken his leg. 


"It will take 12 to 16 weeks to 
get him ready before he can begin 
serious training. " the doctor, who 
has been treating the Cuban since 
1^7*. said. 

But Juantorena' s day of anguish 
was a day of triumph for Waitz. 
who pulled away two thirds of the 
way through the race to earn the 
winner's garland presented at the 
finish. 

“I felt the race went very well, 
even though the course was heavy. 
About seven to eight kilometres 
from the finish. I knew I could 
make it." she said. 

Ireland’s Regina Joyce took the 
lead at IX kms and held ii for a 
further 14 until the Norwegian 
overhauled her and gradually 
burned off her rivals, led by Raisa 
Smekhnova . of the Soviet Union. 

Dickerson. 22. slipped past the 
Soviet runner inside the stadium 
to take the silver, a considerable 
achievement for a competitor pre- 
viously overshadowed by fellow 
Americans Joan Benoit and Julie 
Brown. 

Benoit, who won this year’s 
Boston vlarathon in the fastest 
ever time by a woman, is aiming 
for the Olympic marathon next 
year and was not running Sunday. 
Brown was second behind Joyce at 


5u kms but suffered an achilles 
heel stress and dropped out some 
eight kms from the finish. 

The women's maraihoD field 
started out from the stadium bef- 
ore athletes from 159 nations 
marched in to take pan in the off- 
icial opening ceremony. 

VV&itz missed last year’s Eur- 
opean Championship marathon, 
the first women's marathon staged 
at a major championship. 

"This race was the first all- 
female marathon I’ve run in.” she 
said. 

"Normally I would run how 1 
leel. Today 1 could have run fas- 
ter. It is the first time I’ve run a 
tactical race — and J like it.” 

Waitz said she had wanted to 
catch Joyce when the Irish runner 
was in front, because she con- 
sidered Brown the main com- 
petition. 

The American, who was run- 
ning alongside her. said Joyce 
would come back to them --"and 
that’s what happened." Waitz 
said. 

Dickerson said she had been 
training for the marathon for nine 
months. She said her tactic had 
been to stay behind Brown. ” 1 just 
felt fine all the way." she said. 


Vikings invasion leaves Wembley mystified 


LON DON ( R ) — The scoreboard 
read: "Minnesota Vikings 2.S. St. 
Louis Cardinals In"... which 
meant someone, somewhere at 
Wembley on Saturday had a rough 
idea what was going on. 

But the scoreboard operator 
apart, the vast majority of the 
32. S 47 crowd which attended the 
first ever American football match 
id be staged in Britain found the 
proceedings — however ent- 
ertaining at times — a complete 
mystery from start to finish. 

According to the programme 
notes. American football is played 
in four 15-minute sessions. Log- 
ically. the Global Cup contest 
should have been over in one 
hour... not so. The match started 
at 1 7.3S local and finished at 
2».53 -- the first "15 minutes” 
alone lasted 44 minutes. 

That was hardly surprising since 
the Vikings and Cardinals spent 
more time huddled around in deep 
conversation than they did in pos- 
session of the ball. 

The general consensus was that 
the players, just returning to acL- 
ion after the summer break, were 
discussing their holidays. 

Little was seen of the ball itself. 
To ignorant British eyes, lootball 
American-siy lc is a high-speed 
game of pass- the-pa reel played bv 
marauding giants. 

And whoever was luckless eno- 
ugh to find himself holding "the 
parcel" invariably ended up bur- 
ied beneath an avalanche of well- 
developed bodies. 

The mere sight of Cardinals' 
star Art Plunkett bearing down 
would be enough to make most 
people smile ingratiatingly, hand 
the ball over meekly and take up 
philately. 

At six foot seven inches and 27o 
pounds. Plunkett is "Superman" 
in armour-plated white pyjamas 


and a crash-helmet. 

Plunkett was one half of a 
two-man demolition firm whose 
philosophy in life appeared to be: 
" If it moves... flatten it." 

His business partner was the 
ferocious-looking 22-year-old 
Carlos Scott, described in the 
fact-sheet as a "first-year Rookie’ 
which could mean he is still a gro- 
wing boy — hard to imagine bec- 
ause he is already a humanrou- 
ndabout. 

Scott measures a 'mere' six foot 
four but at 3ilH pounds he is unl- 
ikely to ever suffer the indignity of 
having sand kicked in his face. 

There is obviously more to 
American football than brawn, 
however, and Vikings' wide rec- 
eiver Leo Lewis — a flying winger 
in the Garrincha mould — won 
[he hearts of the terraces with his 
lightning dashes down the tou- 
chline. 

Lewis, a tiny five foot eight 
I7ii-pounder whose hobbies inc- 
lude collecting matchbook covers, 
looked as though he had wan- 
dered onto the pitch by mistake 
when he first appeared. But his 


touchdown in the closing seconds 
of the second quarter proved he 
had played this game before. 

He took a glorious torpedo- 
style pass from q uarterback 
Tommy Kramer — the Vikings' 
midfield general — and sprinted 
3 1 yards to the line 

That may not seem a great feat 
but it is a long, long way to run 
when you are wearing a suit of 
armour, carrying an awkward 
rugby ball and being pursued by 
the likes of Plunkett and Scott. 

To be fair to the Cardinals, the 
flying Lewis had some valuable 
assistance from four burly bod- 
yguards who made certain the St. 
Louis defence never got within 
touching distance of the ball- 
carrier. 

It was"also impossible not to 
.admire the ice-cool Kramer. 

He would stand like the statue 
of liberty for interminable sec- 
onds. the ball held in his right hand 
high behind his head, while may- 
hem raged all around him. 

The Cardinals went after him 
like a ravenous dog seeming a 
bone while the Vikings tried to 


stop them by all possible means. 
Then, as over 30.U0U spectators 
closed their eyes. Kramer would 
pick out a team- male with one of 
his pin-point long-range passes. 

It was from anotherof Kramer’s 
inspired moves that centre-back 
Rufus Bess scored the best tou- 
chdown ever seen at Wembley in 
the fourth quarter when he sped 
75 yards to the line. 

On one occasion, however, the 
Vikings rearguard lei their qua- 
rterback down and the massive 
rush Brown caught Kramer in pos- 
session with a bone-rattling tackle 
which echoed round the stadium. 

Harry ConnoBy. on’ vacation 
from Philadelphia/ munerpd : 
"Kramer’s been sacked.” Sym- 
pathetic Terry Cassidy from Cla- 
■•pham. London. -offered the view: 
"With a defence like that he sho- 
uld have resigned." 

Although the Cardinals had a 
real-life hero in Don Bessillieu. 
who once saved an unconscious 
woman from her car which was 
sinking in a deep lake, it was the 
Vikings who won over the neu- 
trals. 


Connors, Mayotte clash in final 


Spofce 


NEWPORT BEACH. California 
iR) — Tim vlayotic and Jimmy 
Connors scored 'siraif*W-sei vic- 
tories Saturday to advance to the 
final ot a ^3* hi.ih hi exhibition tou- 
rnament at the Newport Beach 
Tennis Club. 

Mayouee. 25. easily pulled off 
the biggest upset of the three-day 
eight-man tournament by eli- 
minating Ivan Lendl ol Cze- 
choslovakia. 0-4. 6-2. Connors, 
the croud’s favourite, struggled 
past Sweden's Mats Wi lander. 
7-5. (-■— l. 

The final will be worth 
S 1 1 it*. tu to to the winner and 
SoS.'nhi to the runner-up. 

vlayotic. a winner over Fre- 
nchman Van nick Noah on Friday, 
used classic serve- and- volley tac- 


tics and steady ground strokes to 
oust Lendl. 

"Once I won the first set.” 
vlayoue said. "I thought I had the 
match. I could see his confidence 
dropping while mine was raised. I 
could feel he wasn’t playing well 
from the start. He was playing slo- 
.ppy. and he looked tired.” 

Mayotte . a Wimbledon sem- 
ifinalist this year, captured the 
opening set by breaking Lendl's 
service in the seventh game. Two 
more breaks followed the second 
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seL giving him the straight-set vic- 
tory and his first over Lendl in six final nine £jnu“ 
attempts. 

Connors. 3<>. had a difficult time 
against Sweden's top player. Two 
service breaks by each player m 
the opening set had it tied at 5-5. 


But Connors registered the crucial 
break in the 1 1 th game after hol- 
ding three points when Wi lander’s 
backhand sailed wide. 

The left-handed Connors, four 
times U.S. Open Champion, rol- 
led to a 4-0 lead in the second set 
with two more service breaks aga- 
inst the I ^-year-old Clay Court, 
specialist. 

Wilander goL his second wind, 
however, and evened the set at 4-4 
with two breaks of his own. Con- 
nors recovered to break Wilander 
again at love, winn ing eight of the 


In a consolation match So' 

South African Kevin Curreii be-^i 
Noah. 4-6. 6-4. 6-2. Curren ear- 
ned S2ti.tiiMi and Noah SI5.IMHI. 


SAO PAULO (R) - The Soviet 
Union came from behind to defeat 
the United States, the defending 
champions. K4-N2 (half-time 
37-40) in the dramatic final of the 
ninth World Women’s Basketball 
Championships Saturday night. 

With only seconds remaining 
the teams were tied on X2 points, 
but in what proved to be the last 
shot of the match, the Soviet num- 
ber 1 2. Elena Chausova. scored to 
give the Soviet Union their sixth 
world title. 

But the Soviet Union, und- 
efeated in official competition for 
25 years and strong favourites at 
the outset of the competition, 
were made to draw on every ouDcel 
of their experience to overcome al 
U.S. side determined lo hang on to' 
the crown they won four years ago 
in South Korea in the absence of 
the Russians. 

In their narrow H5-X4 loss to 
their Soviet rivals in an earlier 
round of the tournament the 
Americans had given warning of 
the threat they posed. 

And so it proved as the Ame- 
ricans. relying on fast counter- 
attacks which often left the Rus- 


sians floundering. led for much of 
the match, occasionally by as 
much as seven points. 

But in the end. as the less exp- 
erienced American side began to 
tire, the control and discipline of 
the Russians made the difference. 

The opening minutes of the 
match saw the sides trading scores, 
but soon the extra pace of the 
Americans and their tight marking 
began to give them an edge. 

The Russian trainer was suf- 
ficiently worried to call a time out 
after only three and a half minutes 
to try to steady the Soviet players. 

The pressure the Russians were 
under was evident in the high 
number of fouls they committed in 
attempting to smother the Ame* 
rican rushes. 

The U.S. number nine. Cheiyl 
Miller, was the main sufferer as 
her powerful running put the Sov- 
iet defence under constant pre- 
ssure. She scored 21 points in the 
first half alone, mainly from free 
throws. 

As the second period got under 
way. the Americans continued to 
have the upper hand with their 
' extra pace and more accurate sho- 


oting 

The match had set into a pat- 
tern. with the Americans moving 
four or five points ahead, only for 
the Russians to narrow the gap 
before falling behind again. 

The Soviet team's 31 -year-old 
veteran. Uliana Semenova, pos- 
sibly playing her last major tou- 
rnament. had been withdrawn in 
the dying seconds of the first half 
and in her absence Russians lost 
some of their height advantage. 

But as the match moved into the 
last quarter the U.S. shooting and 
attacks lost their incisiveness and 
the Russians slipped in from for 
the first time since the opening 
seconds of the game. 

From there on the Russians 
were never again behind, though 
the U.S. team succeeded in lev- 
elling the scores at X2-X2 with only 
30 seconds remaining. 

But the Russians were in pos- 
session and the Americans could 
only stand, heads bowed, as Cha- 
usova clinched the winner. 

Earlier, in the play-off for third 
place. China defeated their Asian 
rivals South Korea by 71-63. 


Mikkola wins Argentine rally 


BARLLOCHE. Argentina (R) — 
Hannu Mikkola roared to a record 
15th wit) in a World Cha- 
mpionship rally here Saturday and 
said afterwards he simply had the 
best car. 

The 41 -year-old Finn, who had 
already won the Swedish and Por- 
tuguese rallies this season, fin- 
ished the four-day Argentine Int- 
ernational Rally two minutes and 
34 seconds dear of team male Stig 
Blomqvist of Sweden. 

"Having won. I can't say f m 
sad. buL I did not really like this 
rally. The most powerful car won', 
that’s all." he told reporters. 

The 350 horsepower four- 
wheel drive Audi Quattro is wid- 
ely regarded as unbeatable on din 
and snow terrain tnanks to its for- 
midable grip. 

It confirmed this as Audi drivers 
Frenchwoman Michele Mouion 
and Kenyan Shekhar Mehta took 
third and fourth places. The first 
Lancia came in sliding helplessly 
30 minutes later. 

"At some stages we were dri- 
ving at 200 km (130 miles) per 
hour. That was too fast for a rally 


and no wonder an Audi won.” 
Mikkola said. 

With World Champion Walter 
Rohrl of West Germany absent. 
Mikkola’s triumph on the roads of 
Patagonia brought him within two 
points of Rohrl in the World Dri- 
ver Championship standings. 

The 3.244 km (2.U30 milej 
event is the eighth round of the 
drivers' and the seventh of the 
Manufacturers’ World Cha- 
mpionships. 

A drive on Saturday just ahead 
of the competitors along one of 
the five timed sections, a 69 km 
(55 mile) test amid dense pin- 
ewood forests bordering lakes, 
showed the drivers faced dirt 
tracks, sometimes muddy with 
patches of snow, and gentle curves 
which a car like the Audi could 
undoubtedly take at full throttle. 

An attempt to reach high speed 
brought Italian Adartico Vud- 
afieri a spectacular crash when his 
Lancia sommersauked four times 
before crashing into a ditch. Vud- 
afieri and co-piloL Luigi Pirollo 
escaped unhurt but the car was a 
write-off. 


Foreign drivers look the first 
sixth places at the end of Arg- 
entina's third world championship 
rally. A siring of local drivers fol- 
lowed — only 27 of the 94 starters 
crossed the finishing line — with 
Ernesto Soto the best placed in a 
I5U horsepower Renault lx 

Mikkola had a one minute 21 
second lead over Blomqvist when 
he left Bariloche Saturday mor- 
ning and took three of the five 
speed tests totalling 324 km (202 
miles) in the Seven Lakes* region 
at the foot of the Andes. 1.600 km 
(1.000 miles) southwesL of Bue- 
nos Aires. 

Mouion. 32. was the main att- 
raction on the Patagonian roads in 
a country where a woman at the 
wheel of a sports car still draws 
ironic comments. But she shr- 
ugged off doubts about her ability, 
remained in contention till the end 
and was by then the most cheered 
driver. 

The next stage in the world 
championship, presumably with 
Rohrl back at the wheel of his 
Lancia, is in Finland for the ] .<hmi 
lakes rally at the end of the month. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In the Fifth 
Arab Basketball Cha- 
mpionships men ’5 matches 
Sunday mpming Saudi Arabia 
beat Somalia 91-81 and the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates and Libya 
drew. In tbe women’s matches. 
So malia beat Lebanon 63-57. 
Three more matches were sch- 
eduled for Sunday afternoon 
with Jordan playing Iraq, Tun- 
isia playing Iraq and Jordan 
playing a match with Palestine. 

In Saturday's men's mat- 
ches, Jordan beat Lebanon 
87-72 and tliis victory qualified 
Jordan to lead the Erst group of 
the championships in which 
nine Arab countries are par- 
ticipatng. AH matches are tak- 
ing place at the Al Hussein 
Youth City Sports Palace. 


Spencer wins 
500cc race 
in exciting finish 


ANDERSTORP. Sweden (R) — ' 
Freddie Spencer, on a Honda, sna- 
tched the Swedish 51 >1 >cc Grand 
Pnx from fellow- American Kenny 
Roberts in a dramatic finish here 
Sunday. 

Spencer, the World Cha- 
mpionship leader, swept past the 
oidfcle of Roberts' \amaha on 
the final curve for his sixth Grand 
Prix win of the season. The World 
Championship will now be dec- 
ided in the final race at San Mar-, 
ino on Sept. 4 with Spencer and 
Roberts the only men who can win 
it. 

Spencer. 21. from Louisiana, 
known as "Fast Freddie'*, was the 
early leader. He was overtaken by 
Roberts on the fourth lap but the 
two men stayed wheel to wheel for 
the remainder of the race over the 
4.u3 1 -km Anderstorp circuit. 

Robeps is chasing his fourth 
world title before retiring. His vic- 
tory last weekend in the British 
Grand Prix was his fifth success of 
the season but Sunday's defeat 
was a major setback to his title 
ambitions. 


Arnoux lands 2nd win of season 


HOCKENHEI M. West Germany 
(R) — Rene Arnoux of France 
steered his Ferrari to victory in the 
West German Motor Racing 
Grand Prix here Sunday for the 
seventh success of his career. 

Arnoux dominated the race 
after taking the lead on the second 
lap and surrendered it only 10 
make a pic stop halfway through 
which allowed Brazil's Nelson 
Piquet to take over. 

It was Amocx’s second win this 
year and pulled him into fourth 
place in the World Championship 
standings. 

Austria’s former World Cha- 
mpion Niki Lauda was dis- 
qualified after finishing fifth in his 
McLaren. The organisers upheld a 
complaint by the Williams team 
ihai Lauda had overrun his pit by 
five metres during a stop. He then 
reversed back to his own pit box. 


which they said was illegal. 

Alain Prost of France was fou- 
rth in his Renault to increase his 
lead in the World Championship 
from six to nine points. 

Italian Andrea de Cesaris gra- 
bbed second place in his Alfa 
Romeo when Piquet’s challenge 
for the lead ended in flames two 
laps from home. 

Piquet had dogged Arnoux in 
the closing stages and looked cap- 
able of taking into the lead when 
his fuel filter disintegrated. He 
steered the car off the track and 
leapt out as the engine burst into 
flames. 

The race was also a dis- 
appointment for Prose’s com- 
patriot and Ferrari teammate Pat- 
rick Tambay. who won here last 
year. 

Tambay started from pole pos- 
ition. but lost the lead early on and 


failed to emerge from the pits on 
the 13th lap after ignition pro- 
blems. 

The near-perfect conditions 
were a sharp contrast to the rain- 
hit final practice session on Sat- 


The turbos filled the first 1 1 grid 
slots, but Lauda and teammate 
John Watson of Britain handled 
their McLarens superbly to lead 
the convent ion ally- powered cars. 
Stewards disqualified Lauda 


Unfurnished Apartment for rent, two or three 
bedrooms, balcony. 

Tel: 845629 


urday. and the turbo cars revelled because he had not been pushed 
on the fast Hockenheim straights, back into his pit box. 

Watson was moved from sixth 
place to fifth with Williams driver 
Jacques Laffiie picking up a cha- 
mpionship point by being awarded 
sixth place. . 

Temesvari claims clay court title 

mpionships. 

Temesvari. 1 7. winner of the 
Italian Open in May. completely 
dominated every opponent in the 
S5XD.WKI. week-long tournament 
at the Indianapolis Sports Centre. 
She lost a total of 1 9 games and 
never more than three in a set. 

"1 just wanted to win so much. I 
kept on saying to myself’come on 
Andrea’ I wanted to eat the ball 
out there today.” said Temesvari. 
who won S34.ot.Mi. 

The 1 9-year-old Garrison, pla- 
ying in her first professional final, 
won SI 7.5m t in her bid to be the 
first black player since Althea 
Gibson in 1957 to win the title. 

"She doesn't Jet you back in 
with easy mistakes." Garrison 
said. "She served well and kept 
the pressure on me." 


Arnoux broke the course record 
as he hurtled to victory, clocking 
one minute 53.93 k seconds on the 
1 2th lap for an average speed nf 
21 4.75S kDh. 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana (Rj - 
Top-seeded Andrea 1 emesvari of 
Hungary won her second major 
clay-court tournament of the year 
Saturday with a 6-2. 6-2 victory 
over third-seeded American Zina 
Garrison in the women’s final of 
the U.S. Clay-Court Cha- 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT IN 
SHMEISANI 

Consisting of three bedrooms, two sitting rooms, dining 
room, three bathrooms with central heating and telephone. 

For Information contact tel: 664735 



For Rent 

Jabal Luweibdeh 

37259 


—FOR RENT— 

New beautifully situated house. Spacious garden and 
living area. Excellent for entertaining. Central heating. 

Ten minutes south of 7th Cir- cle on Alia Ho’ising Com- 
pound. Can be let furnished or unfurnished. 

Pis. call 665115 from 8 a.m.-l p.m. or 
672759 afternoons and Fridays. 


■ • For Rent _« 

1 Furnished Apartment 

First floor apartment consisting of three bedrooms, salon, 
dming and sitting room, modem and big kitchen, two bat- 
hrooms, telephone, central heating, garage, 1 colour tel- 
evision... 

Location: Jabal Amman, near Khcdidi 
Hospital , Third Circle . 

Please call: 41998 


* °Pening 


i — FURNISHED DELUXE VILLA FOR 

RENT 

Second floor, furnished villa with deluxe furniture and a 
spacious terrace consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, bathroom, kitchen with central heating, colour tel- 
evision and video set,. 

Location: One of the most beautiful sites near 
Fifth Circle 

tel: 667027 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, guest room, salon, dining 
room, separate central heating, telephone with all ele- 
ctrical equipment and wall-to-wall carpeting. 

Location: Mar} Al Hamam - Education Emp- 
loyees Housing Estate, opposite Alia Housing 
Estate. 

tel: 21743 


furnished Apartments 

FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, spacious living/ dining area, reception 
room, two bathrooms, equipped kitchen, balcony. Ind- " 
epcade a t central hearing. New modem European, fur- 
n&uxf, telephone. 

Location: Off 6ih Circle, near San Rock Hotel 
Enquiries: TeL ,813368 • 811345 
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Kuwaiti money supply rises I Saudi Arabia devalues 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's money 
supply rose 8,7 per cent in the first 
six months of this year, standing' 
0.1 percent higher in June than in 
May. figures from the Central 
Hank of Kuwait showed. 

/ The figures contained in the 
/bank's monthly monetary review, 
pul money supply, comprising 
currency and Kuwaiti dinar sight 
deposits in banks, at lr.28 billion 
dinars (S4.37 billion) in June, a 
drop of 2U.2 per cent on June 
1VK2. .. 

It said^ihe broader measure of 


domestic liquidity, which also inc- 
luded savings and time deposits, 
Kuwaiti dinar certificates of dep- 
osit and foreign currency deposits, 
rose two per cent in the first six 
months of the year. 

The measure stood at 4.27 bil- 
lion dinars (SI 4.57 billion) in. 
June, a fall oif 1.6 per cent from 
May’s level and a rise of only o.l 
percent of June 1982. 

The balance sheet of the centre! 
bank fell 14 per cent in the first 
half of 1 983 to 1 .75 billion dinars 
(S5. 97 -billion), to stand 7.x per 
cent higher than in June 1932. the 


Tunisian premier 
says Maghreb customs 
union within reach 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian Prime Minister Mohammad Mzali says a 
customs union could be established soon as a first step towards a 
North African common market. 

In an interview with Reuters Saturday. Mr. .Mzali said the idea of a 
summit meeting of Maghreb countries — Algeria. Tunisia. Morocco. 
Libya and Mauritania — had been floated but that such a meeting 
would have to be carefully prepared. 

“It is still too early to talk about a common market... but 1 per- 
sonally think that a customs union is within our reach." he said, 
adding that it was feasible in the short term. 

Mr. Mzali was commenting on a flurry of diplomatic activities 
among Lhe five countries during the past few months and the revival 
of the 25-year-old dream of a united .Maghreb. 

Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi is due here this week after a 
surprise visit to Morocco Iasi month, his first in 14 years. 

In Februaiy. King Hassan and Algerian President Chadli Benjedid 
took a first cautious step towards normalisation of their relations 
embittered by the Western Sahara issue. 

Since then envoys of the five countries have been continually 
shuttling among the capitals of the region. 

vlr. Mzali said he believed in the complementary character of the 
Maghreb countries' economies, which could constitute a common 
market of more than 4<i million people. 


E. Germany’s farmers 
set for price boost 

NEUZELLE. East Germany < R) which developed last autumn, and 
-- East Germany's collective far- to cut imports to save hard cur- 
mers will get better prices and a rency. 

chance of more pay after an ove- Feedgrain imports are a major 
rhaul of the country's outdated drain on reserves and a focus of 
payments system due at th,e start the reform is an Increase in dora- 
of next year. estie fodder output. 

The reform is designed to enc- Mr. Hans- Dieter Wellkisch. 
ourage farmers to produce more, who chairs a crop cooperative 
cheaper and better by making covering 8.5 WJ hectares (21-lMjo 
them more responsible for their acres) at this village near the Pol- 
own economic success. ish border, said the price reform 

Farm gate prices will rise and # would produce extra money which ', 
the cost of items Kke feed and 'for-' '-would go. mostly on investment, . 
tiliser will go up to economic lev -- 1 ' ■ “We will have an extra million 
els. putting farming on a more marks (S4UO.U00) which will go 
commercial footing. into a common fund. We need 

A Western expen told Reuters things like new irrigation systems 
the plan was to move away from and storage facilities.” he said, 
the present system of direct sub- But pay will also rise, 
sides to loss-making units, which A typical farmer taking home 
enables inefficiencies to be dis- you marks (S360) a month, stands 
guised. to get 50 to { (_MJ marks (S20-S40) 

The aim is to boost production, more a month, in a country where 
avoiding shortages like those inflation is officially zero, he said. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



"Remember that red cheap trash compactor 
1 sent away for?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
n by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


figures also showed. 

The central bank's foreign- ass- 
ets declined in the first half of the 
year to 1.41 billion dinars (S4.KI 
billion) from 1.74 billion (S5.94 
billion) at the end of 1982. but 
were above their level in June 
1 982 of 1.1 2 billion dinars (S3.N2 
billion). 

Almost all of the drop since the 
year-end took place' in deposits 
overseas, which fell to 2 .14 billion 
dinars (S3.K9 billion) from 1.53 
billion (S5.22 billion) at the year 
end. 

The bank's gold holdings did 
not change in the year to standing 1 
at 31.7 million dinars (S108.2 mil- 
lion). 

The foreign liabilities of Kuw- 
aiti commercial banks declined to 
1.24 billion dinars (S4.23 billion) 
in June from 1.53 billion dinars 
(55.22 billion) at the end of 19*2 
and 1.48 billion (S5.U5 billion) in 
June 1982. the figures showed. 


riyal against dollar 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia 
Sunday devalued the riyal to 3.47 
to the dollar from 3.45 . effective 
immediately, a Saudi Arabian 
.Monetary Agency (SA.MA) spo- 
kesman said in Riyadh. 

The parity for the riyal last cha- 
nged on Match 30. when it was 
devalued from 3.44 to the dollar. 

Foreign exchange dealers in 
Bahrain said the downward adj- 
ustment of the riyaJ had been wid- 
ely anticipated because of the rec- 
ent strength of the dollar against 
major currencies. 

Expectations of a riyal dev- 
aluation had heightened further 
over the past two weeks because 
of the substantial gains made by 
the U.S. currency, which nec- 
essitated concerted central selling 
of dollars by central banks in the 


U.S.. Europe and Japan. 

Dealers said prospects for a fur- 
ther devaluation of the Saudi cur- 
rency depended almost entirely on 
the strength of the dollar. 

The riyal was quoted at 
3.4695 , 47uo to the dollar on the 
Bahrain foreign exchange market 
after the devaluation. 

Dealers also said inieresi rates 
on large Saudi riyal deposits at 
banks in Bahrain slipped slightly 
following the Saudi move. 

Dealers said the deposit rates 
slipped by up to a quarter of a 
percentage point after the adj- 
ustment. But dealers said rates' 
moved higher later in the day. 
amid expectations that dollar int- 
erest rates would move higher 
when trading resumes Monday. 

Dollar and riyal deposit rates 


move closely in line because the 
exchange rate between the two 
currencies is fixed by SA.MA. 

Dealers said rates on three- 
month riyal deposits slipped to 

around -I < ) '.'4 percent from in'; 

percent at the close Saturday, but 
later edged higher. 

They said the move was pro- 
bably intended to keep the riyal 
within a fluctuation band against 
the Special Drawing Right, the 
paper currency of the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund of 
which the dollar is a major con- 
stituent. 

SA.MA allows the currency to 
move only about 2<> basis points 
— i wo- thousands of a riyal — eit- 
her side of the rates it fixes against 
the dollar. 


Barter returns in Malta’s foreign trade 


VALLETTA (R) — Malta, des- 
perate for new export markets and 
foreign investment, is bringing 
back the barter system to its int- 
ernational rrade. 

The move, introduced in recent 
months to cope with mounting 
economic difficulties, has led to 
agreements with Poland. Iraq. 
China and Italy, an economic aff- 
airs ministry official said. 

Officially known as the “rec- 
iprocity policy”, the barter system 
appears certain to change rad- 
ically this tiny Mediterranean isl- 
and state's traditional trade flow, 
which has been heavily con- 
centrated in Western Europe up 
to now. 

“We find this idea of bartering 
very difficult to push through in 
Western Europe, where people 
frown on it. There is much more 
responsiveness in Eastern Eur- 
ope.” the official, who asked not 


to be named, told Reuters. 

He illustrated how the system 
works by referring to an agr- 
eement recently reached with Pol- 
and. under which Malta has agr- 
eed to take all its coal from there. 

Each time coal is bought, a Mal- 
tese delegation goes to Warsaw to 
conclude deals for Maltese exp- 
orts, including jeans and stainless 
steel, for an exactly equivalent 
amount. 

“Recession has hit us late, but 
hard. We must export more to 
create jobs. So it is a simple sys- 
tem: We buy from you. and you 
buy from us.” said the socialist 
government’s Deputy Prime .Min- 
ister Carmelo Mifsud Bonnici. 

Unemployment has risen from 
four to almost 111 percent over the 
past two years as the shipyard, tex- 
tile and tourism industries — 
Malta's main employers and rev- 
enue earners — have been hit by 


falling demand, and tough com- 
petition. 

Wages and prices have been 
frozen for about nine months in a 
bid to hold down costs and restore 
competitiveness. 

The trade deficit has held steady 
at about 150 million Maltese pou- 
nds (S352 million) over the past 
three years. 

The official said it had recently 
been agreed that a loan from Iraq 
should berrepaid in Maltese goods. 
Similarly. loan of 1 4 million Mal- 
tese pounds (S33 million) from 
China is 1} be reimbursed in the 
form of Maltese exports. 

With Italy it has been broadly 
agreed that Malta may import 
goods from a third country to be 
passed on to Italy, so Malta can 
seek reciprocal trade arr- 
angements with the Third country, 
the official added. 

Western diplomatic sources 


said European companies exp- 
orting to this island of 320.UUU 
people had recently received a let- 
ter from the Maltese government 
telling them they should balance 
their trade with Malta, either by 
buying or investing here. 

the barter system "had been 
applied with particular stringency 
in the car sector, the sources 
added. 

There importers had been set 
strict quotas which the gov- 
ernment said it would increase 
only if the car makers concerned 
agreed to buy or invest in Malta. 

The sources said the quotas tot- 
alled about l.noti cars for 19X3. 
only a quarter of traditional ann- 
ual new car sales. 

Mr. Bonnici said the gov- 
ernment was close to a barter acc- 
ord with Czechoslovakia which 
would make up much of the car 
shortfall. 


Bank of China expands overseas operations 


PEKING (R) — Business is boo- 
ming for the Bank of China, the 
country's only foreign exchange 
bank, as it expands its overseas 
operations, taking a visible role in 
management of international syn- 
dicated loans, development fin- . 
apee and cutfency roarkeis-. . | y u 

. Fuelled largely-!?* a .rapid rise iph 
China’s foreign exchange holdings' 
to some SI 2 billion, the volume of 
the bank's international business 
soared by 77 per cent between 
198t.i and 19N2. while loans rose 
by 19 per cent, according to Mr. 
Ding Ning. general manager of its 
coordination and planning dep- 
anraent- 

Diplomais said the bank was 
being characteristically con- 
servative in the way it was inv- 
esting abroad, and that most of the 
foreign exchange had been inv- 
ested for short periods. 

“There is no reason why China 
should not place half its holdings 
in five-year financial ins- 
truments.” one diplomat com- 


mented. 

The bank has in the last few 
years entered the syndicated loan 
field, and between 1 978 and 19X2 
lent a total of S68H million, cov- 
ering 129 loans. Mr. Ding told 
Reuters. 

The bank has been lead man- 
■jflger of 24 syndicated loans in 
Hong Kong. 

Although the bank has inc- 
reased its international role. Chi- 
nese Premier Zhao Ziyang would 
like to see it become even more 
enterprising and active on world 
markets. 

He recently urged the Bank of 
China's overseas branches- to be 
more aggressive and flexible, and 
Mr. Ding said they planned to play 
a greater role in the future. 

But asked whether branches 
would actively pursue foreign 
companies to increase bus- 
iness. he said: “The Bank of China 
operates according to its own sys- 
tem and our managers are- still 
considering just how they will res- 


pond to Premier Zhao's call". 

Western bankers in Peking said 
Mr. Zhao's remarks were unlikely 
to result in a dramatic change in 
the traditionally cautious and int- 
roverted methods of the bank. 

There's a big gap between the 
premier giving a pep-talk and the 
bank actually becoming a go- 
getting. Western-style bank:" one 
expert said. 

Mr. Ding said that there were 
no firm plans to open further bra- 
nches or offices, but the bank 
might expand through the est- 
ablishment of joim-\eniurc 
banks. 

These possible expansions, tar- 
geted for the Middle East. Latin 
America and North Africa, would 
supplement. the bank's present six 
overseas branches, in Hong Kong. 
London. Luxembourg. New York. 
Singapore and the tax haven of 
Grand Cayman, as well as rep- 
resentative offices in Tokyo and 
Paris. 

The Bank of China is probably 


most active and influential in 
Hong Kong and Macao, where 
Mr. Ding said it and its 13 
communist-owned “sister banks” 
had done S9(in million worth of 
business between 1979 and 1982. . 

In October 1 «8t). the bank took 
...pan in its firsL property-related 
• -loan, worth 1.1 billion Hong Kong 
dollars (s 1 53 million) and the lar- 
gest Hong Kong dollar loan to 
date. 

The bank is now invohcJ in the 
syndication of a 7uu million Hong 
Kong dollar JS97 million t loan for 
a hotel and office complex in Can- 
ton. 

It also is actively interested in 
financing a proposed nuclear 
power plant near Lhe Hong Kong 
border as well as in China's off- 
shore oil exploration programme.' 

Meanwhile, in London, bankers 
have reported a notable rise in the 
Bank of China's foreign exchange 
and foreign bank deposit activity 
recently, and predict an expansion 
of its lending. 
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from the Carroll Rightwr Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is your day and even* 
ing to wind up whatever you have already started but that 
requires more effort before it becomes the finished pro-' 
duct that you wish. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You have seen conditions at 
home over the weekend that need improvement, so get at 
them now. Creative ideas flow. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20. to May 20) Be patient and get all 
that shopping and other errands done early and then you 
need not have a confrontation at home. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be very careful with pro- 
perty and money matters today and also be sure to drive 
carefully in order to avoid accidents. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) You are 
discontented and could get into trouble, so control 
yourself and be careful with money. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Forget those private anxieties 
so that you can go about your business intelligently and 
also get personal affairs in order. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You may find it difficult to 
gain some wish to have some privacy with the one you 
love. A friend is not helpful. 

LIBRA '(Sept- 23 to Oct. 22) Plan just how you can han- 
dle some outside responsibility and don’t disturb your 
friends in any way. Pay any debts. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Some new condition re- 
quires much thought and then later you can tactfully han- 
dle outside affairs. Handle correspondence. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A day when much- 
self-control is needed, since conditions are rather tense. 
Don’t jump impulsively into a new venture. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Your hunch tells you 
to drop a deal with a business person, but this is bad. It 
could bring you much trouble. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Don’t bring up any 
controversial subjects with a puffed up partner and avoid 
a confrontation. Avoid arguments. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Your environment is hard- 
ly as you want it. but this is not the right time to change 
it. Appease friends and relatives. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be very energetic and should have all this force directed in 
right channels otherwise your progeny could take the 
wrong road in life. Compliment for any good work done 
and encourage to do more. 

“The Stars impel, they do not compeL” What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


Unscramble mesa four JumbJes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




THE Daily Crossword 


by Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 
1 Kind of 
chop 

5 Rawboned 
person 

10 Meek one 

14 Unemployed 

15 Mighty — 

18 Premhimof 
exchange 

17 Opposite 
of rouge 

IB Knight wear 

19 City In 
Nevada 

20 Tibet VIP 

22 G-man 

23 Fatuous 

24 Novel by 
Haggard 

25 Chous 

28 Atom — 


32 Louis XIV, 
for one 

33 Ivanhoe’s 
km 

36 Ditto 

37 CoBecthms 
of sayings 

39 Where the 
Brenner 
Pass Is 

40 Ms- Bombeck 

41 Shade 

42 Fit for 
farming 

44 Vitality 

45 Glut 

47 Devices 

used in 
heraldry 

49 “The Up" 

50 Mien or 
Frame 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


brei miiWR anaran 
Linin' 1 ) an an □□□□□ 
□ann □□□noiBBfiHH 
nciHOHO Hama nan 
hdcioq ana anas 
□on onoomoannaa 
nao □□□ non 
0anOHB0 BBOHClBa 
□mu nan son 

ranoRnciQHBBn niBni 

nnniii bob anunciB 
□uni noma onninoa 
□noBanBBao anna 
bobbh snag nans 

□LIOBB HHHH ITBIil 


52 Pigeon 

coops 
55 Dog 
59 Amss 
follower 
BO Lorelei 

61 Sherbets 

62 Foflawing 

63 Forward 

64 Electrical 
unit 

65 Musical 
group 

66 Do English 
homework 

67 A Gardner 

DOWN 

1 Fish of the 
cod family 

2 Smell 

3 Bones In 
the hip 

4 German 
physicist 

5 Uni mp or ta nt 
person 

6 Deep pink 

7 Card game 

8 Voyaging 

9 Achieve 

10 Generosity 

11 American 
playwright 

12 Neighbor 
of Wise. 

13 Footwear 
21 Name In 

fashion 

circles 


22 Exclamation 
of triumph 

24 Something 
trifling 

25 Nasty kids 

26 Ancient 
region of 
the Aegean 

27 THan 

28 Hoity-toity 
one 

29 In s t ru ments 
for angels 

30 Ant, old 
style 

31 Gamers 

34 Electrical 
Ham 

35 Period ' 

38 Weapon 

43 QEDword 

46 DDE’s 

opponent 

48 Ingredient 
In salads 

50 Triers 
partner 

51 Youthful 
years 

52 Dialect 

C4 I In I— mum 

ao iieorow 

measure 

54 TV show 

55 —monster 

56 Bitterness 

57 Dickens 
heroine 

58 Italian 
family 

.60 UndernAia 
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WORLD 

Chinese pilot defects to 
S. Korea with MiG-21 


SEOUL (R) — The pilot of a Chinese MiG-21 def- 
ected to South Korea Sunday, setting off air raid 
warnings and arousing fears that the country was 
under air attack from North Korea. 


The defence ministry said South 
Korean aircraft scrambled and 
escorted the Chinese plane 10 an 
unnamed air base where the pilot, 
the fourth to defect from China, 
was being questioned. 

The state radio interrupted pro- 
grammes to say an enemy air att- 
ack was taking place west of Seoul 
but later said the aiert was caused 
by the MiG-21 penetrating South 
Korean air space. 

A similar air raid warning was 
sounded in May when a Chinese 
airliner suddenly appeared over 
South Korea after being hijacked 
by six Chinese on a domestic 

Chicago 
lawmen 
in tr'ouble 


CHICAGO iR> -r A U.S. gov- 
ernment investigation of the Chi- 
cago area's court system has unc- 
overed corruption that could lead 
to charges being brought against 
more than two dozen judges, law- 
yers. court officials and police, two 
newspapers said. 

The Chicago Tribune and the 
Chicago Sun Times quoted U.S. 
government sources as saying 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI i lawyers from out of town 
had infiltrated the circuit court 
system of Cook County and found 
bribery and case- fixing. 

The Tribune said in Sunday's 
edition that evidence has been 
developed against at least six jud- 
ges. 1 4 defence attorneys, five pol- 
icemen and a number of court 
aides. 

It said the evidence would be 
turned over to a grand jury , which 
would decide whether the suspects 
would be charged. 

Electronic spying equipment 
was used to record conversations 
in the investigation — which the 
FBI called “Operation Grey lord", 
after the wigs worn in British cou- 
rts. 


flight. The sue are now on trial 

here. 

The last Chinese air force pilot 
to defect to South Korea was 
Capt. Wu Yung-Ken. 25. who 
flew his MiG- 19 jet here in Oct- 
ober. He was later granted pol- 
itical asylum in Taiwan where he 
received S2.5 million in gold and 
became a major in the Nationalist 
air force. 

A North Korean pilot flew a 
MiG-19 to the South in February, 
the seventh North Korean pilot to 
defect to the South since the pen- 
insula was divided at the end of 
World War II. 


Sunday’s air raid warnings came 
two days after South Korea said it 
had sunk a North Korean spy boat 
off its east coast, killing five com- 
mandos on board. 

A defence ministry spokesman 
said another North Korean vessel 
escaped and that the infiltrators 
had planned to damage a 
Canadian-designed nuclear power 
station in the southeastern town of 
Wolsong. 

Analysts said the sinking, which 
came nine days after the 3Uth ann- 
iversary of the signing of the Kor- 
ean War armistice, showed how 
precarious the ceasefire was bet- 
ween South and North. 

South Korean Defence Minister 
Yoon Sung-Min said in June there 
were strong indications that North 
Korea planned to send large gue- 
rrilla forces to the South this 
month. 


Bomb explodes at U.S. 
air base in W. Germany 


RAMSTEIN AIR BASE. West 
Germany ( R) — A bomb exp- 
loded at a nearby U.S. officers* 
mess Sunday a few hours before 
the start of Europe’s biggest air 
display at this major American air 
base, a U.S. military spokesman 
said. 

No one was inj ured. but the dev- 
ice slightly damaged the mess just 
outside the Hahn air force base 
compound, southwest of Fra- 
nkfurt. he said. West German pol- 
ice and U.S. authorities were inv- 
estigating the incident. 


About 7U0.0UU people were 
expected to attend Sunday's air 
show at Ramstein. 

More than 40 anti-nuclear gro- 
ups have warned they intend to 
disrupt the display by peaceful 
means in protest against NATO 
plans to route new U.S. nuclear 
missiles through Ramstein for 
deployment in West Germany this 
winter and in several other West 
European countries, should 
Soviet-U.S. arms control talks in 
Geneva fail. 


Genghis Khan back in shape 


PEKING (R) — Mongol her- 
dsmen were among 1 ,UU0 people 
who this week staged a memorial 
service at the tomb of Genghis 
Khan, the warrior whose empire 
once stretched from China to the 
gates of Europe, the New China 
News Agency (NCNA) said. 

The great conqueror was rev- 
iled as an oppressive monster dur- 
ing the 1966-76 Maoist Cultural 
Revolution, when his mausoleum 
in the Ejin Horo region of Chinese 
inner Mongolia was badly dam- 
aged by red guards. 

In 1 9flU, though. Genghis Khan 


Colombo counts the dead 


COLOMBO (R) — Nine days of 
ethnic violence, which swept Sri 
Lanka from July 23. claimed at 
least 315 lives, the government 
said Sunday. 

A spokesman said in addition to 
the official death toll of 2^5. the 
military also gunned down 2<> 
other people in two separate inc- 
idents in the northern district of 
Jaffna on July 2-1. 

The killings were in retaliation 
for an ambush the previous day. 
mounted by guerrillas Fighting for 
a separate Tamil state, in w hich 1 3 
of their comrades died, he said. 

The ambush sparked ethnic vio- 
lence between the Sinhalese maj- 
ority and Tamil minority resulting 
in the deaths and destruction of 
scores of homes, shops and fac- 
tories. 

Of the 2» people killed by the 
soldier s. the spokesman said. 12 
had been taken off a bus and shot 
while the other eight were gunned 


down in the village of MadegaJ. 

Representatives of countries 
3nd international organisations 
giving aid to Sri Lanka, have been 
invited to a conference Monday at 
which the government will seek 
assistance to help it rebuild the 
economy. 

Finance Minister Ronnie de 
Mel. said last week the riots set the 
economy back by three years and 
a special reconstruction fund 
would be established. 

Tamils in Colombo, who sought 
refuge Irom Sinhalese attacks in 
government camps, are beginning 
to return home, the spokesman 
said. 

So far fii.iidi) have done so. he 
said. Another UJ.OtH) have been 
evacuated by sea and air to Jaffna, 
and 2.5*.»ti by train to Central and 
Eastern Provinces, he added. 

As a result the number of Tam- 
ils still in camps had dropped to 
37.t MH). 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHAHI.ES GOREN 

J 1983 Tribuna Company Syndicate. Inc. 

Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* Q6 

t? 10 3 2 
OKQ95 
+ J 10 3 2 
WEST EAST 

♦ 5 ♦ J1097432 

K 9 8 4 775 

0 A 10 8 6 2 0 Void 

❖ 986 ❖ A Q 7 5 

SOUTH 

* A K8 

* AQJ6 

0 J743 

* K4 
The bidding: 

West North East South 
Pass Pass 3 * 3 NT 

Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Five of ♦ . 

Tomorrow is the 78th birth- 
day of Richard L. Frey, chair- 
man of the Goren Editorial 
Board. Editor Emeritus of 
the ACBL Bulletin, Life 
Master #8 and one of the 
worlds great player writers. 
After suffering a mild stroke, 
at the end of last year, Frey 
is back at the typewriter— 
and the bridge table. 

Purists might quibble with 


Frey’s three spade preempt 
because of his ace outside the 
trump suit and the void. But 
chances of game opposite a 
passed hand were remote, 
and the preempt might have 
made life difficult for the 
opponents. 

The star of thi9 hand is ac- 
tually Frey’s wife, Mabel. 
Like a good spouse, she 
dutifully led her singleton 
spade. Declarer won in dum- 
my and Frey followed suit 
with the two. Declarer could 
not come to nine tricks 
without setting up both red 
suits, so at trick two he ran 
the ten of hearts to West’s 
king. 

Mindful of her partner's 
signal at the first trick. West 
shifted to the nine of clubs. 
Declarer carelessly played 
the ten from dummy, East 
won the ace and continued 
with a low club. West 
unblocked the eight! 

West still had to gain the 
lead with the ace of 
diamonds. When she did, she 
persevered with the six of 
clubs, and the defenders took, 
two more club tricks for a 
total of five — three clubs, 
and a trick in each red suit. 


was officially restored to his ped- 
estal of Mongol folk hero and his 
tomb restored. 

The official agency said three 
big wooden places. loaded with 
whole sheep and butter lamps, 
were placed on a loog table in 
front of his five-metre statue. 

Herdsmen, who had ridden long 
distance across the Steppe, filed 
into the hall, prostrated the- 
mselves at the foot of the statue 
and presented their sacrifices as 
Mongolian lamas chanted lam- 
ents. 

Single-party 
Seychelles 
holds polls 

VICTORIA. Seychelles t R) — 
Seychelles voters went to the polls 
Sunday to elect a new people's 
assembly within the framwork of 
their left-wing, one-party system 
in this archipelago 1 600 kil- 
ometres off the East African 
coasi. 

Only candidates from the Sey- 
chelles People's Progressive Front 
(SPPFj of President Albert Rene 
were allowed to stand for the 
25 -member house, though in 
some constituencies two or more 
party members were vying for' one 
seat. 

There has. however, been no 
electioneering, posters or other 
campaign paraphernalia in the 
run-up to Sunday' svote. the first 
since the traumas of an abortive 
mercenary invasion in 19N1 and 
an army mutiny last year. 

About half the population of 
65.0UO were eligible to vote. 

Tanzania soldiers backing the 
Rene government guarded str- 
ategic sites in advance of the polls. 
More than 7() Seychelles troops 
accused of involvement in the 
mutiny are awaiting trial. 

Neither the invasion nor the 
mutiny were considered to be ele- 
ction issues, though they remain 
topics of conversation among the 
.islanders. 

The former British colony has 
been under left-wing rule since 
Mr. Rene took power in a coup in 
1977. 

Austrian daily 
deans up act 

VIENNA (R) — The Austrian 
daily Kurier Sunday announcedjt 
was stopping sex advertisements 
from prostitutes, after a similar 
move by its main competitor a 
week ago. 

The daily, the second largest in 
the country after the rival Kronen 
Zeitung. said it had acted in the' 
interests of tenants and landlords 
in houses where the prostitutes ply 
their trade. 

Kurier sells an average one mil- 
lion copies daily and said it would 
lose 120 million schillings IS6.K 
million) a year by not carrying the 
advertisements which often cov- 
ered two pages. 





Hopes pinned on 10-knot 
Cape wind to check slick 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Ships spr- 
ead detergents Sunday to fight oil 
leaking from the broken Spanish 
tanker Castillo de Bellver as a 
change of wind offered hope of 
avertinga major pollution disaster 
on South Africa's Atlantic coast. 

The fully-laden 138.H22-ton 
tanker was engulfed in flames and 
split in two 105 kilometres nor- 
thwest of Cape Town early Sat- 
urday after it rounded the Cape 
heading for Spain, leaving an oil 
slick 32 kilometres long and 5 kil- 
ometres wide. 

Rescue operations continued ail 
nigh* for two missing men from 
the 36-strong crew. 

South African Radio said an air 
force reconnaissance aircraft was 
due to take off shortly to find out 
where the slick was heading. 

Johan Combrink. a weather 
forecaster at Cape Town airport, 
told Reuters he hoped a 10-knot 
southeasterly wind would str- 


engthen and. along with sea cur- 
rents. steer the oil away from the 
Cape’s beaches and rich fishing 
grounds. 

“I think it will grow stronger, 
but not at this stage. It could start 
picking up tonight or tomorrow 
morning." he said. 

A spokesman for Safmarine. 
which is supervising salvage eff- 
orts. said the supertanker was bel- 
ieved to have been carrying 
250.0UU tons of crude. It could 
pose as big a pollution threat as 
that caused by the Amoco Cadiz 
which devastated the French coast 
in 1 97S in the world's worst tanker 
pollution disaster. _ . 

The incident has already cause 
'heavy financial damage. 

Farmers in the Western Cape 
have complained that “black oily 
rain*' from smoke given off by the 
burning vessel had covered wheat 
crops and freshly-shorn sheep. 


NOTICE 

On the occasion of Indian Independence Day. 1 5th Aug- 
ust. folk dance performance by Parvatiya Kala Kendra 
being organised in Amman for Indian nationals: 

For details, contact: Indian 
Embassy Tel: 37028 


JARRAR 

General Services Center 

Pest Control Division 


We are now available for the control of all pest problems, in 
houses, hospitals, hotels, schools, companies, and all public 
establishments. 

AMMAN 

Tel: 670498, 817413 


Cheysson leaves Cuba 


HAVANA (R) — French Foreign 
Minister Claude Cheysson left 
Cuba for Paris Saturday night 
after a three-day official visit dur- 
ing which he held extensive talks 
with Cuban President Fidel Castro 
and other top Cuban officials. 

Dr. Castro. Vice-President Car- 
los Rafael Rodriguez and Cuban 
Foreign Minister Isodoro Mai-, 
mierea saw Mr. Cheysson off at 
the airport. 

At a news conference before his 
departure. Mr. Cheysson said his 
talks with Cuban leaders rea- 
ffirmed that the two nations agr- 
eed on the need for a negotiated, 
political settlement of the Central 
American crisis. 

Both nations have publicly sta- 
ted their support for the Cancun 
declaration and the work of the 
“Contadora four” (Mexico, Pan- 
.ama, Venezuela and Colombia) 
aimed at bringing about a pea- 
ceful. negotiated settlement in the 
region. 

In an earlier impromptu int- 
erview with French journalists at a 
reception for Mr. Cheysson. Dr. 
Castro said that while Cuba sup- 


ported the Cancun declaration it 
also believed tbat the problem of 
El Salvador must be included in 
any geoeral peace plan for the reg- 
ion. 

At his press conference, Mr. 
Cheysson said that France also 
believed there could be no peace 
settlement in the region without 
taking El Salvador into account 
He reaffirmed his government’s 
adherence to a French- Mexican 
declaration calling for talks bet- 
ween the government of El Sal; 
vador and the opposition groups 
in the country. 

Mr. Cheysson implicitly cri- 
ticised the presence of U.S. naval 
forces off the Central American 
coast. 

Mr. Cheysson said he had no 
reason to doubt the Cubans' aff- 
irmation that they want peace in 
the region. 

Mr. Cheysson said France was 
not now shipping arms to Nic- 
aragua. He said that an 1 8 -month. 
SI ^-million agreement for arms 
shipments had run out and that the 
Nicaraguans had not asked for a 
renewal. 


Ortega has few illusions 


HIROSHIMA MON AMOUR! People, gathered in front of a 
shattered dome, stage a die-in Saturday morning during the 38th 
anniversary of the Atomic destruction of this western Japanese city, 
which claimed an estimated 151,000 victims. 

Nigeria counts votes 

LAGOS (R) — Nigerian officials have kept potential flashpoints 
were counting votes Sunday after under control, 
the country’s first civilian-run pre- The degree of calm displayed by 

sidential election for nearly 20 this country’s notoriously pas- 
.ye 315 - sionate voters clearly surprised 

The Federal Electoral Com- even the most optimistic of Nig- 
misskm (Fedeco) said it would not . erians. 

announce any results until all were Reports from around the cou- 

in from each of the country’s 19 ntry spoke of some organisational 
.states. problems, with Fedeco officials or 

The turnout Saturday was electoral materials turning up late 
heavy, with voters queueing well and delaying the start of voting, 
before polling started in the ele- But people accepted the dif- 
ction. which involved an attempt Acuities and no violence was rep-, 
by President Shehu Shagari to win orted. probably because of mas- 
a second terra. sive diplays of force by heavily 

The authorities staged the big- armed police last thursday. 
gest security operation in the cou- fo at least two states, Kaduna in 
n try’s peacetime history to ensure the north and Oyo in the west, 
model elections in black Africa's Fedeco extended the voting hours 
most populous nation. to make up for delays. 

Both leading contenders. Mr. Mr. Shagari is generally exp- 
Shagan of the National Party of ected to win narrowly from Mr. 
Nigeria (NPN) and chief Obafemi Awolowo. as he did in army- 
Awolowo of the Unity Party of supervised elections in 1979 when 
Nigeria (UPN). expressed com- the military handed over power to 
plete confidence of victory in what civilians. 

wasexpected to be a tight race. Six This time, as in 1979. the key 
men contested the elections. minority voles are likely to go to 
The security operation, the big- Mr. Shagari. who is a member of 
gest since Nigeria's 30-month civil the northern Muslim Hausa- 
war ended in 197u. appeared to Fulani tribe. 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaragua 
“has faith in the Contadora group's 
peace efforts but nonetheless” will 
prepare for the worst," junta lea- 
der Daniel Ortega said Saturday 
night. 

Mr. Ortega made the statement 
to a group of international sup- 
porters of his government, called 
the committees of solidarity. 
Members of the committees come 
from the United States, Europe 
and elsewhere in Latin America. 

Nicaragua has come under inc- 
reasing economic and military 
pressure from the United States, 
which accuses Managua's leftist 
leaders of trying to export rev- 
olution throughout Central Ame- 


rica. 

The foreign ministers of the 
so-called Contadora group — 
Mexico, Colombia. Venezuela, 
and Panama — have held talks 
aimed at preventing war between 
Nicaragua and its U.S.-allied nor- 
thern neighbour. Honduras. The 
group agreed to meet again this 
month after a session in July 
ended inconclusively. 

Nicaragua last month marked 
the fourth anniversary of the rev- 
olution that ousted dictator Ana- 
stasio Somoza. 

Mr. Ortega said Saturday night 
that the Nicaraguan people were 
ready to defend the revolution. 


Sub-continent rains kill at 
least 100, hit millions 


DHAKA (R) — Heavy monsoon 
rains have started, sweeping the 
Indian sub-continent causing at 
least UK) deaths, damage to crops 
. and hardship to millions of people, 
officials in the affected countries 
saidu;- 

The rain, which has built up 
steadfly over the past three days. 
has caused most disruption in 
Bangladesh where the country's 
military ruler Ll. Gen. Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad Saturday cal- 
led an emergency cabinet meeting 
to discuss the situation. 

Monsoon deluges, which wea- 
ther bureau officials expect to last 
for at least another two days, have 
extended from the Bay of BengaL 
through Indian states surrounding 
Bangladesh, to NepaL northern 
Pakistan and the Afghan capital 
Kabul. 

Some areas have received rec- 
ord falls of 750 mm over the past 
three days. 

Lt. Gen. Ershad called the cab- 
inet meeting after a helicopter 
inspection of the worst-hit area 
around Bangladesh’s main port of 
Chittagong on the Bay of Bengal. 

Bangladesh state radio said 
Gen. Ershad ordered the imm- 
ediate evacuation by boat of 
200.000 people marrooned in the 
district, where road and rail links 
to the capital have been cut for 
several days by the floods. 

Bangladeshi relief officials 
said 17 people died when a boat 
capsized in a swollen canal near 
the town of Netrokona north of 
Dhaka. 

The officials said at least 30 
people have died throughout the 
country so far but the figure could' 
go higher when reports were rec- 
eived from isolated areas. 


The Indian states of Bihar, west 
Bengal. Assam. Tripura and Ori- 
ssa which surround Bangladesh 
have also been badly hit. 

A Bihar state government spo- 
kesman said nearly two million 
people had been affected by lan- 
dslides. flooded roads and other 
damage. The Ganges River was 
still rising and some villages would 
probably have to be evacuated. 

In Tripura west of Bangladesh 
1 9 people have drowned or been 
killed by collapsing buildings and 
the Indian Air Force ( I AF) is dro- 
pping food supplies to isolated vil- 
lages. 

Tripura's Chief Minister Nripen 
Chakra bo rty told reporters about 
5t.HJ.O0u people had been affected 
by floods. 

In Assam the Brahmaputra 
river was in flood with villagers 
fleeing to high ground while in 
Orissa fishermen have been ord- 
ered to stay in port for the next 
two days. 

In Nepal authoritative sources 
said 3o people died in several vil- 
lages in the foothills of the Him- 
alayas last week when flash floods 
swept through their dwellings. 

Nepalese officials said mou- 
ntaineering was not affected bec- 
ause foreign climbing expeditions 
were banned until the end of the 
monsoon, usually in September. 

Pakistani officials reported at 
least 23 deaths in the mountainous 
north in the past three days from 
rockslides and collapsing houses. 

In neighbouring Afghanistan 
the country's state -run radio 
Kabul reported Saturday night 
that floods destroyed a dam near 
the capital, causing damage in and 
around the city. 


IMPORTANT 

■ v 

DAR AL KHALU Publishing House in 
Saudi Arabia is in the process of publishing 
an international pictorial tourist guide on 
JORDAN, considered the first of its type in 
the Middle East in terms of shape and vol- 
ume. Publishing is carried out in coo- 
rdination with the appropriate official gov- 
ernment departments. 

A total of 120,000 copies of the gui- 
debook will be printed and distributed thr- 
oughout the world. Those wishing to place 
advertisements in the guide please contact us 
at the following address so that we can send a 
representative' along to meet you: 

San Rock Hotel tel: 813800/7 
Mr. ‘Ayed A1 Turki - Room No. 421 



Upper Volta coup 
cheers up Qadhafi 

BEIRUT (R) — r Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has con- 
gratulated the leader of the coup 
in Upper Volta on the success of 
his “revolutionary uprising", the 
official Libyan news agency 
JANA reported. JANA said that 
coup leader Capt. Thomas San- 
kara telephoned CoL Qadhafi and 
told him the coup on Thursday 
had achieved total control of the 
West African country. In a des- 
patch received in Beirut, JANA 
said Col. Qadhafi expressed “his 
highest esteem for the rev- 
olutionary action achieved by the 
people of Lfpper Volta". Capt 
Sankara told a French radio int- 
erviewer on Friday that he was not 
a “pawn”'of the Libyan ruler. 

Japanese fishermen 
allegedly harassed 

TOKYO (R) — South Korean 
warships have fired on or thr- 
eatened three more Japanese fis- 
hing boats in Tsushima Straits 
separating Japan from South 
Korea, the maritime safety agency 
said here Sunday. The incidents 
last Friday followed an earlier 
reported shooting at two Japanese 
fishing boats, also on Friday, the 
agency saidi South Korean wax- 
ships fired on a third Japanese fis- 
hing boats and pointed their guns 
and searchlights at two other 
boats, the agency said. No inj uries 
nor damage were reported by the 
fishing boats. Following a Jap- 
anese protest, the Seoul gov- 
ernment Saturday apologised for 
the first incident which, it said, 
occurred during the hunt for a fle- 
eing North Korean spy ship, the 
Japanese foreign ministry said. 

Man shoots father 
as ‘an act of love’ 

HOUSTON. Texas (R) - A man 
who shot his sick father in a nur- 
sing home as an act of love to end' 
his suffering was convicted of att- 
empted murder. Billy Ray Clore. 
26. was found guilty of shooting 
his 63-year-old father Robert in 
the head on March 2 1 as he lay in a 
coma suffering from kidney fai- 
lure and the effects of two heart 
attacks. The father died on April 
2. The prosecution agreed to red- 
uce the charge from murder to att- 
empted murder when expen med- 
ical witnesses disagreed over whe- 
ther the gunshot wound caused his 
death. Defence attorneys argued 
that his brain was already dead as 
a result of his illnesses. 

65.000 vie for 

1.000 unenviable jobs 

NEW YORK fR) — The New 
York city sanitation -department 
announced last month that it had 
l.WU openings for refuse col- 
lectors. It received over 65.000 
applications. The department 
plans to give tests to the app- 
licants. many of whom are women. 
The city now has no women refuse 
collectors but it is changing the 
employment regulations to make 
it possible to hire them. 

Hotels given strict 
‘services’ list 

JAKARTA (R) — Local aut- 
horities in Banda Aceh in Ind- 
onesia's staunchest Muslim pro- 
vinces have warned hotels against 
supplying women and alcohol for 
their guests, the officiial Antara 
news agency reported. Bah- 
aruddin Yahya, mayor of the town 
in north Sumatra, said that from 
now on hotels must provide pra- 
ying mats and copies of the Holy 
Koran in each room. He said these 
would have a strong influence aga- 
inst abuse of hotel facilities. 1 Ear- 
Ue^ Yahya has banned men from 
Thantown's six beauty parlors 
after their female staff began cat- 
ering for male customers. The sal- 
ons now display “women only” 
signs on their doors. 

Dhaka cracks down 
on prostitution 

.DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh will 
impose the death penalty for peo- 
ple who fores young girls into pro- 
stitution, military ruler Lt.-Gen. 
Hossain Mohammad Ershad said. . 
Gen. Ershad also said people who 
persecuted women would face 
imprisonment for life. “We must 
make an all-out effort to protect 
.the honour of women in our soc- 
iety if we are to uphold our Islamic 
ideals.” he told a meeting of tea- 
chers and students. 
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